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N WATER or LIFE: 


OR, A 


DISCOURSE} 


SHE WING 


The Richneſs and Glory of the Grace 
and Spirit of the Goſp 501 as ſet forth 2 
in Scripture by this Term, Thel Water | 


of Life. 
By JOHN BUNYAN. 5 


— 


And whoſoever will, by fas take the 


Water of Life freely, Rev. XXII. 17+ 


d 
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Cw iy, 44 


THE 


E P IS FL E 


iI 


RE AD E R. 


11 


Courtcous Reader, ' 


Have now preſented thee with 

ſomething of a diſcourſe of the 
water af life and its virtues, 
therefore thou mayeſt, if thou wilt, 
cu this book, Bunyan's bill of 
his maſters water of life. True, I 
have not ſit forth at large the ex- 

1717 : 8 Ree | 
cel;ent nature and quality thereof, 
nor can that SO be dine by The 
pen or tongue of men or angels. 


Yet this ] have faid, and fo ſay 


ing, faid truly, that whoſoever 


ſhall 


— I 


The Epiſtle 
fhall drink of this water, ſhall find 
t in him a well of water ; and 
191 only fo, but a well ſpringin 1 
. M7 tu him to evorlafling life, let | 
1] his d:; [eaſe be what it will. And | 
' as men in there bills, for convic= | 
1 tion to readers, do give an account | 
| to the country of the perſons cured 
: and the di ſe- We s that 5 veen re-. 
if | ed Ey 1 1. THE and prepa Aion > 
; they have made for 1. end, ſo Þ .. 
= By holy could I, 2where it not already * done | 
Writ. - by an infullable pen to my hand, 
give you accounts of numberleſs 
4 numbers that have not only been | 
made to live, but to live for ever 
p by drinking of this My. this | 
Pure W ater of life. M. 1y 0 of then [ 
indeed are removed from hence, 
and live where they cannot be ſ po- 
ken with as yet, but abundance of 
them 


to the Reader. 

them do Pail remain here, and have 

their _ ” with men. 

Ouly, if thou would'ſt drink it 

drink it by ir ſelf, and that thou 
| mayc{} not be deceived by that 
| which is counterfeit, know it is 
' as it comes from the hand of our 
Lord, without mixture, pure and 
| clear as cryſtal. I know there are 
419 mountebanks 12 the world, 
aud every of them pretend they 
have this water to ſell, But my 
advice is, that thou go direct iy to 
the throne thy /elf, or as thou an Heb. iv. 
bidden, come to the waters, and 8: 
, there thou ſhalt be ſure to gave la. h 
that which ig right and good, and 
that which will certainly make 
thee well, let thy diſeaſe or tronble, 
or pain, or malady be what it will, 
Hur the price, care not far that, 
tis cheap enough, this is to be 
A 3 had 


The Epiſtle. Oc. 
ad without money or price. I will 
Rer. ii, 6. give, /ait/ Goc and the Lamb, to 


him that is a thirſt of the foun- 
tain of the water of life freely. 
Hence he {ays again, whoſoever * 
will let him take the water of 
life freely; fo that thou haſt 119 
ground to keep back becauſe of thy 
poverty: niy, for the avs tis 
prepared, a; 1d ſet of en, to the Poor 
it 1s offered, the Hoon and needy 
may have it of free wy 

But let it not be {lighted be- 
canſe it is (offered to thee upon 
terms fo full, ſo free. For thou 
art fich, ant, 5 ck unto death if Ihc u 
drinkeſt not of i it, nor is there a- 
ny other than this that can heal 
thee, and make the well, Fare- 
wel. The Lord be thy phyſician: 

So prays thy Friend, 


John B an. 


- 
mo 


N 


OF THE 


RIVER or WATER 


Rev, xxii. x; 


Ard he ſhowed; ne a pure river of water of 
'Bfe, 4 "ar i s cryſtal, »rocee ing out of the 
thron? of Cod, and of the 7 Lamb. ? 


*Heſe words are part of that 
4 e that one of the 
ſeven angels, w hich had the ſe-*** 7+ 
ven vio; full of the ſeven. laſt 
plagues, gave unto John of the 
new Jeruſalem, or of the ſtate 
of that goſpel church that ſhall 
be in the latter da ys. M here- 
fort he faith, RD me; HE 


the 


8 The Water of Life. | 


the angel ſhewed me it. 

In the text we have theſe things 
to conlider of. 

I. the marter, tlie /nbjed Mat- 
ter of che text, and that is, 7he 
water life. He ſhewed me the 
water of life. 

II. We have alſo here the 
quantity of this water ſhewed to 
him, and that is, under the no- 
tion of a river he ſhewed me a 
river of waier / life, 

III. He ſhevs him alſo the head, 
or welkſpring from whence this 
river of water of lite proceeds, 
ard that is, Ve thrmne of God, 
and of the Lamb. fe ſhetyed me 
a river f Tater of lie, proceed- 
ing out of the throne of God, and 
of the Lan. 

IV. W̃ have alſo here the nature 
and quality of this water, tis 
pure, tis clear as ciſtal. Aud he 


ſhewed 


The Water of Life. 


ſhewed me a pure river of water 


of life, clear as cryſtal, proceed- 
ing out of the throne of God, and 
of he Lamb, 

We will begin with the firſt 
of theſe, to wit, with the mat- 
ter, the ſubject matter of the 
text, which is, the water of life. 
Theſe words, {water of life) arc 
metaphorical, or words by which 
a thing moſt excellent 1s preſent- 
ed to, and amplified before our fa- 
ces: and that thing is the ſpitit of 
grace, the pan and grace of God. 
And the words, Water of life, are 
words molt apt to preſent it to us 
| by; for what's more free than wa- 
ter,and what more beneficial, and 
more deſirable than fe? There- 
fore, I ſay, | It is compared to, or 
Sled the water of life. Xs 
ſhewed me the water of life. 


T hat 


10 


Joh. iv. 
4s 


The ater 2. Life. 


That 1 is . ſpirit of grace, 
or the ſpirit and grace of God, 
that | is here intended. Conſider, 

Firſt, the ſpirit of grace is in 
other places compared to water: 
and, 


Sccondly it is alſo called, the 


ſpirit of life. Juſt as here it is 


preſented unto us, he ſhewed 
me the water of life. 
1. The ipirir of grace is com- 


pared to water. //h/oever, faith 


the Lamb, drinketh of the water 
that I ſha i, 95 ve him, ſhalt! never 
thirſt. But the water that I fall 


give hit, "it, hai: b 8 772 him (7 el 


of Water {prin T1110 up int Ver” 
laſting life. What can her: by 
water be intended, but 750 . 
rit of grace, that th :iS pe or hart 
the woman af Dom: aria w —_ 
altho' ſac was ignorant ot her 


want, 


by 
& 


M 
N 
1 
Ly 


\ 


| 9 « By r 
_ has Www LK too al 


The Water of Life. 
I ant, as alſo of the excellency 
| thereof? which water alſo is here 
| faid to be ſuch as will ſpring up 
I in them that have it, as a well 
into everlaſting life. 
Again, in the laſt day that 
great day of the feaſt, Jeſus 
ſtood and cryed ſaying, if” any h. vii. 
nan thirſt let him come unto me 37,38, 39 
and drink, But of what? why, of 
3 his civers of living waters. But 
what are they? why, he anſwers, 
this he ſpake of the ſpirit, which 
they that believe in him ſhould re- 
cee. 
Vea, the prophets and ſer- 
vants of God in the old teſta- 
ment, did take this water of life 
for the ſpirit of grace that ſhould 
in the latter days be poured out 
into the church. Hence 1/arah 
calls water Gods ſpirit, and bleſ- 
if ſing, 


142 ye Water of Life. | 
ing, and Zechariah, the ſpirit 1 


O grace. , 18 
Ih. xl. 1 Te 70 pour water upon him | % 
3. * is thirſty, and flocds upon the te 


dry t ns 1 will pour my ſpi- 

rit pon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing x 
ech. xii. upon thy off-ſpring. And cha ; 
= ria faith, 7 will pur upon the Þ 
houſe of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jeruſ alem, the pi rift ö 
ofgrace and Tapplication, and they | 
ſhall mourn, &c. Behold, in all 
theſe: places the ſpirit of grace 
is intended, and for our better 
underſtanding, it is compared to 
water, to a well of water, to 
ſprings of water, and to floods | 


c 
of water. ©. 
2. it is alſo called the ſpirit of F 
| life. 


1. More cloſely. 
2. More openly. 1. 


The Water of Life. 13 
it J Firſt more cloſely, where it Johns 
Dis called /viys water, Hat living 11 1 140 
N Þwatcr, and water /pringing up cor” vi. 
to everlaſtiug life. 
TY Secondly, then more openly 
5 / Or exprollv „it is called the ſpirit 
fe. Andatter three days 3 xi. 
1N ka H, the pi 'r;t of life from | 
N = entered into them, and they 
Log upon there feet. 

From hence therefore J con- 
inde, that by theſe terms, wa- 
-c Wc” , life, is meant the ſpirit of 
er Prace, or the ſpirit ind grace 
0 Pf che goſpel. And the terms 
Pre fuck as are moſt apt to ſet 
Forth the ſpirit and grace of the 
Fos. 1b For, 

Firſt, 75 this term MATER, 
an 9 þoſ:tion to ſin is preſented 
N o us. Sin is compared to 
alen, to deadly waters, and 
B man 


John. XV. 
16. 


Pſa) 7 cix. 
18. 


The Water of Life. 


man is ſaid to drink it, as one 
that drinketh waters. How much 
more abominable and filthy is man, N 
which drinketh iniquity like wa- 
ter? ſo then that grace and the 
ſpirit of grace is compared to 
water, it is to ſhew what an - 
tidote grace is againſt ſin; it is f 
as I may call it, counter -poiſon 
to it. It is that only thing by 
the virtue of which ſin can be 
forgiven, vanquiſhed and over- | 
come. . 
Secondly, by this term A. 
TER, you have an oppoſition Þ 


allo to the cure, that is due to 
ſin, preſented unto you. The 


curſe is compared to water, the 
remedy is compared to water. 
Let the curſe come into the boweis i 
of the damned, ſaith the pſalmiſt, 


like water. The grace of God 
allo | 


The Water of Life. 


J allo as you ſee, is compared to 
watcr. 'The curſe isburning, wa- 
ter is cooling; the curſe doth 
burn with hell-fire, cooling is 
by the grace of the holy goſpel: « 
but they that over-ſtand the day 

Jof grace, ſhall not obtain to cool 
Itheir tongues ſo much of this 
water as will hang on the tip of 

6 Jones finger. 

* 3 Thirdly, water is alſo of a Lak. xvi, 
reading nature, and /o is ſin; 4 25. 
vhere fore ſin may, for this, be 4 
Jalſo compared to water. It o- 
er- ſpreads the whole man, and 
infects every member; it cover— 
eth all, as doth water. Grace 
Wor this cauſe may be alſo com- 
Pared to warer, for that it is of 
Wa ſpreading nature, and can, if 


UC!1S il . | 
odd will, cover the face of the 


ay Ev bole carth ; of body and foul, 
"i B 2 Fourthly, 


80 
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Pro. ili. 
34. 
Jam. iv. 


6. 


The Vater of Life. 


Fourthly, fin is of a fouling, 
defiling nature, and grace is of 
A waſhins, cleanſing nature: | 
thcrefore grace, and the ſpirit of 


„grace is compared to water. 15 


„ Jays God, ſpriutie cizan 


ater upon you (my y Ipirit, ver. 


by, ) an d ye ſhall be cleau, and 


”\ 
4. j 1 714% '47 - 5 - 
from all yous Jo thineſs, aud 
* 
TiC 


. . 
in all your idols will I cieanſe 


A 


of water, naturally deſcends to, 
and abides in low places, in va 
leys and places which are un 
. and the grace 01 God, 
and the ſpirit of grace, is of 


that nature alſo; the hills and 


lofty mountains, have not the | 
rivers running over the tops of 
them: no, tho' they may run a- 
ng them: but they run among 

the | 


a1 7 
*/ 


Fiſthly, water: the element 


I The Water of Life 17 
„ FP vallies: and God reſiſteth the 2 Pet. Oo 
f Fyroud, but giveth grace to the 
: Vaumble, to the lowly. 

f % Sixthly, the grace of God 
14 compared to water, for that 
Ss it which cauſerh fruitfulneſs, 
Foater cauſes fruitfulneſs, want of 
water is the cauſe of barrenneſs, 
End this is the reaſon why the 


| hole world is ſo empty of 
4 fruit to God-ward, even becauſe 
Nt F b few of the children of men 


Save the ſpirit of grace in their 
Dcarts. But, 

Secondly, as there is a 8 
LN ſigniſication in this term (wa- 
„5 ſo there is alſo in this term 
Life: ) water ©f Life. He 
0 ewed me ihe water of life. In 
Wat theretore there is added to 
Wis worde water} that, of (life) 
is, in the general, to ſhew 
B 3 what 


= 


The Water »f Life 


what excellent virtue and opera- 


And this term ſhews us, 


1 
Ephcl. 11. 


I. : 
Colol. 11. 
13. 


ment of his Son. 


unto the world. hut that ye 


wat 


tion there is in this water. It is a- 
qua vite, water of life, or water 
that hath a health and life in ic. 


Joh.v.21, Firit, that the 219d of graces 
EG brow ane nd de 
46 S MEN dre ACM „ QCAH.N. tre 
paſſes and ſins. Dead, that is, 
without life and motion God- 
ward, in the way of the teſta- MW 


Secondly, it alſo ſhews us, 
that there is not any thing in the 
world, or in the do4rine of the 
world, the dato, that can make 
them liwe. Life is only in this 
water, Death is in all other 
things. The law, 1 fay, which 
is that that would if any thing 
in the whole world, give life 


yet killeth, coademacth, any 


water of Jie. to ſhew, that by 
e grace of God men may live, 
how dead ſoecver their ſins h. ve 
3 made them. 
ſy to 2 {inncr, live; tho' he be 

ee dead in his fins, he ſhall live. 
I hen thou vuaſt in thy blood, T faid x, 
F145 thee, live ; yea, when thou 8, 9 
8 22/7 1» thy h god, T ſuia, tive. And 


7 4 4 oy 
3 


The Water of Life. 19 


vas added that the offence might 


abound: wherefore there is no 


lite, either in the world, or in 
the doctrine of the world: tis 
Bo: ly in /e water, in this grace 
Jof God, which is here called the 
aten of iife, or God's agua vi- 
e. | 


Thirdly, It is alſo called the 


When God will 


k. xvi. 


again, the dead ſhall hear the voice Toh v. 
of 1he Son of God, and they that 28. 
hear, ("all live. oY 
1 hat is, when he ſpeaks * 
O 


Rev. xxi. 
6 cha. 
22 17. 


ſuch words h attended, and ſuch | 


faith Chr: iſt, they are ſpirit, and | 


De Voter of Life 


of grace, and mixeth thoſe words 
with the ſpirit and grace of the 
goſpel, then men ſhall live: for 


4, 


wad * 
4 # 
1 ( 
F* 
- 
z J 
N '# 


words only, are ſpirit and life, | bl 


The words that 1 ſpeak unto you, | 


they are life. | 
Fourthly, in that this grace * 
of God is here preſented unto T 
us under the terms of water of 4 
life, it is to ſhew, that ſome are £ 
ſick of that * that nothing 4 
can cure but that. There are 
many diſeaſes in the world, and 
their are alſo remedies for thoſe 
diſeaſcs; but there is a diſeaſe 
that nothing will, can, or ſhall 
cure, but a dram af this bottie, a 
draught of this agua vite, this * 
water of life. This is intima- . 
ted by the invitation; let him W 
take | 


— 


The Water F Ii fe. 


21 


8 5 take the water of. "ye tr eely. _ 7 its 


e | again, Lill giv to him tha? 1 
r 4 bir, 2 of ti e j9 mm o *the TY (= 
h Wer of /ife free Y. This is ſpoken 
> Mo the ſick, to them that are ſick 
1, 4 that diſc ale that only Chriſt 
id is a pby/ician with his water of 
| %h can Cure. 
_ 4 But few are ſick of this diſ- 
e, but few know what it is 
1 10 be ma de ek of this diſeaſe. 
WM here is nothing can make ſick 
wy | Pf this diſcaſc, but the law and 


re 1 
1d 4 - 
fe Del, called here the water of 


ile 
all 


p 7 


„4a i 


B* 


axe prot ented | by the text: 


5 hi 0. 
75 Aug e come now ®to dil nl 
the ſe cond thing with which 


his 
la- Ind that is, /e quantity that there 


„n , of this water of life. It is a 


In, azad nothing can cure but 
3 Gr ICC Of G24 by the ooſ- 
I 


22 The Water o life, 
vi ver. He ſbewed me a river of | 
water of /ife, Waters that are cor- . 
dial, and that have in them a fa- 
culty to give life to them that , 
want it, and to maintain life 
where it is, are rare, and ſcarce, 
and to be found only in cioſe i 
places, and little quantities bur 7 
Goes you ſee there is abundance, i 
a great deal, a river, a river of 7 
water of life. In my handling 
of this point: I will ſhew you, Þ 
Firſt, What a river of water 

of life this is: | 1 
Sccondly, and then draw ſome $ 
inferences there-from. #4 
1, What a river this is; this ri- 
ver of water of life. 2 
1. It is a deep river. It is a 2 
Erek, river that is not ſhallow, but 
1 deep with an, O the depth! 1 
18. vill make their waters deep, Hith 


God. 


51 


s | 


The Water of life. 


i Pod. And again, They have drunk 

7 the deep waters. A river of 

Pater of life, i mach; but a deep 
J Fiver, is more. Why, ſoul-ſick 
fe Wnner, ſin- ſick Rok thou that 
© rt ſick of that diſcaſe that no- 
le f ing can cure but a portion of 
ut hn river of the water of life: 
ere is a river for thee, a deep 
Per for thee, Thoſe that at 
ng zrſt are coming to God by 
du, hriſt for life are of nothing 
er p inquiſitive, as of, whether 


r- 
a- 
1 


® ſave them. But for their 
m fort, here Is abundance. a- 


ri Yndance of grace: a river. a 
ey river of the water of life 
1 2 Sr them to drink of. 

15 2. As this river is deep, ſo it is Ephet ti 
: ide and broad. Whercfore as '$ : 
2 ith Jo ob. xi. 
ou art t know the depth, that) 

10. 


"yg 


23 


24 The Pater of Life. 


is, that it is deep: fo thou art to 
know its vreadth, that is, Hat 
it is broad. It is broader thanſ 
the ſea: a river that cannot be paſel 

fed over. Never did man yet of 
from one ſide of this river to thei ; 
other, when the watcrs indeed 

were riſen; and now they are 2 
ſen, even now they proceed out 


Ezek, 


xl il, 5 


˖ 
4 
F 
1, 
bt 


of the throne of God and of 
Enef, ii. the Lamb too. Hence this gracq; b 
8. 18 3 the n fe -archable Nebel 1 
of Chr'ſ? Sinner, ſick nner. 
what ave thou to this? would: 


eſt thou ce, wouldſt thou 
foin? here thou mf 1d 
here thou may eſt / „. tis de 1 7 
yer fordable at feſt ne \'Y 
And when thou chi. keſt th 4 
thou haſt gone thorow and thoſ 1 
row it, yet turn again and tri 


IC 
once more, and thon alt find 


if 


The Water of Life. 


toll Iaceper than hell, and a river 
Val chat cannot be paſſed over. IF 
zan thou canſt ſwim, here thou may- 
27 Weſt rov! up and down, as the 
gol fiſhes do in the ſea. Nor needſt 
the thou fear drowning in this river: 
-ca[Þt will bear thee up, and carry 
„ Ithee over the higheſt hills, as 
out Noah waters did carry the aul. 
'off of Ut, 
BE J . As this river of water of 
* J 505 is deep and large: ſo 'tis a 
; A river that is full of waters. A 
14 Wiver may be deep, and not full. 
ot river may be broad and not 
5 mo Ay, but here is a river pg, bei. 
en Cc, and br ad, and Tu tOO, 9 
> on zd tereſt it ; thou greatly en- 
W:1c:e/? it with the river of God 
* Which is full, voter. Full of a 
Wrace and truth. Fill the water- 


Pots, ſaith Chriſt, (up to the 
C brim.) 
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Ezek. 
xlvii 5. 
Plal. 


cxlvii. 18. 


Jcels iii. 
18. 


Plal.1%*3. than its batks can bound; it has 


"mo 


"that the mountains ſhall drop 


The Water of Life, 


brim.) The waters of a full cup 
the wicked ſhall have, and a 
river full of the water of life, is 5 
provided for who indeed has a 1 
deſire thereto. 1 

As this river is deep, broad, | q 4 
and etl, ſo it %% aboundeth W 
with water, The Waters, ſays } 74 1 
the prophet, were riſen. Hence 10 
the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, God 44. =o 
eth the waters 0 2 w: and a- 
gain, and it fhail come to paſs in 
that nay (the day of the guſpel) 
with 
new wine, and the hills ſhall flow 4 
with milk, and all the rivers of * 
Judah ſhali flow with waters, and 4 
7 fountarn ſhail come forth of the 
houſe of the Lord, and ſball u- 
ter the valley of Shitim. When 


a river flows, it has more water! 


water. Behold, he ſmote the rock! 
| that 


\ 
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that the waters guſbed out, aud 


2 e treams over flowed. 

0 3 * bat 7 3 

is W This river of water of lite, 

a which is alſo ſignified by theſe 
waters, /s a river that abounds, 

d, and that overflows its banks in 


an infinite and unſpeakable man- 
ner. Thus much for the river, 
to wit, what a river of water of 
life it is. It is a river deep, broad, 
full and abounding with this wa- 
ter, with this ſpirit and grace of 
the goſpel. 

Secondly, now I ſha Some 
to draw ſome inferences from 
it, that is from this term, a vi- 
ver. A river of water of life. 

Firſt then, a river ig water 
that Is C0 2/294, common in the 


G2 tis 
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'tis /pecra! ; tis alſo called the wa- 
of li Fe;and as IT is uch, tis ſpecial; 
but as it is a riv 15 tis common, 
and of common uſe, and for com- 
Jude. ü. mon good. Hence the grace of 
God is called, the common falva- i 
tion, for that by the word there 
is no reſtraint, no denial to, or 
forbidding of any that will from 
Rer. xi. 1ICCEVINg thereof. 
W. Aud ho ſoe ver will, let him 
_ take the water of life freely; what 
can more fully declare the com- 
monateſs of a thing. Yea, this 
7 3 river js called at the very head 
_ . of it, an OPEN Fines 4 
* fountain opened to the mouſe of 1 
Judah, and inhavitants of Jeru- 
ſalem. And by Judah and Jeru- WR 
ſalem is comprehended every ſoul W 
that would drink of the water 
of life, or living water. And 
hence it is, that hs river is faid 


The 15 ater 'f Life. 
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ty | e "ſea, where all kind of fiſhes 
\, Farc. By fea is meant the world, 

- Wand by fiſh the people, and thi- 
f Weber (all run this river of wa- 
ter of life. Bur, 

e B Secondly, tho' a river, in the 


# country or province, will chuſe 

„i own way. Twill run in the 
62 

t valleys, in the plains, not over 


4 ſteep les and hills, "Twill alſo 


$ 
L Rnd 1 wand —— to 
754 its courſes, "twill miſs, by its 
> 1 turnings, what places, and peo- 
7 * it liſts ; ; yet it is common, for 
that it lies open; yet it is com- 
mon for all the beaſts of the 


to go agwn to the deſert and to Exck. 


field. There is therefore a dif- 
C 3 ference 


2 
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ference to be put betwixt the 
eammonneſs of a thing and its | 
. prefence. A thing may be com- 


mon, yet far enough off of thee. 


Epfom,Tunbri 'dge waters, and the | 0 N 
Bath, may be common, but yet Hi 
a great way off of ſome that 


have need thercof The ſame * 


may be ſaid of river, tis com- 


mon in the ſtreams but it runs 


its own circuit, and kceps its 17 
w. Own water courſcs. He ſeadeth W 
the ſprings into the valle 25, 70/1 ME 
I 0 7 Le © | 
Flt Among tie hill. . Indeed he F 


openeth his river in high places, 8 
in his throne and of the Larab, 
but ſtill they run in the mi 10ſt 
of the vallies to water the hum— 


ble and the lowly. Wherefore W&/ 


they that thirſt, 5 would drink, 


are bid to come down to the wa- 


ters; Ho, every one that thirſteth, 
CVIHC 
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1c M1: ye to the waters; and be 
ts Not bath 1 Money, come ye, VU), Job. vn. 
1- Wc. And again; F any man 37. 
e i birſt, lei him come unto me and 
„. The waters are common, 
Nut you muſt come to them, to 
Ti where they are, or you 
ill be nothing the better 
for them. Come ye to the wa- 
4 ters. 
ja Thirdly, this water of liſe is 
Walled, 3 river, to intimate to i 
Hou, by what ſtore of the ſame, 4 
tis ſupplied All rivers have 2 
» he ſea for their original: Al rec 1. — 
ce rivers run into tbe fea, yet 7. | 
. fea is not full: unto the place ” 
from whence the rivers came, 
Tm 2 they return aguin. And 
'A this river of water of life is 
| t to proceed out of the throne, 
as Out of a place where it break- 4 


32 


19. 


Mic. vii. 
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eth out, but the original is thi 4 : 
ſea, the ocean of grace, which D. 
in an infinite Deity. Thu will V 
caſt all our ſins into the depths off 
tne ſea, into the depth of tho 
ca of thy grace. Rivers, when 
ti ey are broken up, do with 
t icir gliding: ae carry 9 1 
way a great deal of the tilth 

which from all parts of 1 
countries thorow which they Bu 
run, is conveyed | into them; andMy 
they carry it away into the lea, "1 Ili 
where tis everlaſtingly ſwallow-W 
ed up. And oh the the fl 
that is caſt into this river off if 
God! and. oh how many dirty, fi 
ſinners are waſhed white there- 
in, for by their continual glid- bc 
ing away, they carry that file 
into the mid'ſt of the ſea. 
A river will take away the 
very 


A 


a0 


. 
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the. tink of a dead dog, nor 
il oth all the ſoil and draught 
V1 


at is caſt into the rivers, cauſe 
ar thoſe that can ſhould be a— 
the aid to make uſe thereof: all that 
en Eve need to betake themſelves 
ith * this river notwithſtanding, 
Wot how much more virtue is 
wh ; ere in this ſweet river of grace 
h at is deſigned, yea opened on 
le hurpoſe to "waſh away fin and 
ndWncl-anneſs in, to carry away 
cal | our filth, and to remain as 
K- 

Wi rcuous (till ? 

ty 4. It is called a river, to 
ohe that it yields a continual 
tyBDbpply, as I may call it, of new 
re-Wnd Ve grace, Rivers yield 
d- Jontinually freſh and new wa- 
ich r. Fer tho' the channel or 
ater courſe in which the wa- 
ir runs, is the fame, yet the 
waters 


he 
Ty 
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ſin is pardoned, it ſeems as if 
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waters themſelves are alway 
new. That water that but on 
minute ſince, ſtood in this pla i 
or that of the river, is noy Jays 
gone, and new and freſh is com 
in its place. And thus it is wit 
the river of God, which is 1 
of water; it yieldeth continu 
ly freſh ſu plics, freſh and nei 1 
ſupplies of grace to thoſe thi 
have buſineſs in theſe waten 6 
And this is the reaſon that whel . 


{ 


4 
Fi 


/ 
\ 


T1 


were carried away, Theſe wal © 
ters have, with their continu ; 2 
ſtreams, carried away the a 
of the ſinner from before H. 
face. Ir is not fo with pondlf | 
pools and ciſterns ; they will bi 
foul and ſtink, If they be no 
often emptied, and filled agail 
with treſh water. We muſt thel 


Py 


C 


\ WEI 6 


5 
ay t a difference between the 
"i ace that dwelieth in us, and 
Lac lis r/ver of water 'of life. We 
10) ay. but as ponds, pools, and ci- 
mu, that can hold but little, 
vi | 
* chſtanding the grace of God “t. 
i in us, if we de not often 
nc Mptied from veſlc] to veſſel, 
tha filled with freſh grace from 
teri i; river. But the river is al- 
heWays ſweet, nor can all the filth 
1 dat is waſhed out of the world, 
Wc it ſtink or infect it: It's 
nuWatcr runs with a continual glid- 
filth 5 g ſtream, and fo carries away 
1: :rnoyance, as was ſaid, into 
nd Pe depth of the ſea. 
5. T he grace of God is cal- 
noed a river, to ſhew, that it is 
gainlye'y ſuited to thoſe who are capa- 
theſe of living therein. Water, tho, 


PU it 
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C {ball alſo ſoon ſtink not- Jer. lxviii. 
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a very great multitude of fiſh, belf 


ther; for they ſhall be healed, and 
WJ every thing ſhall live whit 
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it is that which every creature 


duſireth, yet it is not an clement 
in 15 every creature can live 
Who is it that would not havd 
the benefit of grace, of a throne E 
of grace? but who: is it that can 
live by grace? cven none bu 
thoſe whole temper and Lena 


tution 1s ſuited to grace. THlenceW 


| 
bl 
w 


red to a RIVER; ſo thoſe hal 1 
live by grace are compared tag 

FISH, for that, as water is chil 7 
element in which the fiſh liveth} . 
fo grace is that which is the lit 2 
of the faint, Aud there [hall | {tl 
* 
7 
( 


= ua 


cl 


cauſe theſe waters ſhall come 1 


the river cometh ; art thou a'fti{hWn 


man, art thou'a fiſh? canſt tho 
live 


N The Water of Life. 


ure in the water? canſt thou 
em live always, (and no where elſe 
wel but) in the water? Is grace thy 

proper element? the fiſh dieth 
ond f ſhe be taken out of the wa- 
cal ter, unleſs ſhe be timely put in 

0 gain; the /aiut dicth if he be 
ot in this river. Take him 
from his river and nothing can 
make him live; let him have 
tha water, water of life enough, 
| tY@nd nothing can make him die. 
tha I know that there are ſome 
eth things beſides /i, that can make 
lit ha ſhift to live in the water; but 
Ahe water is not their proper, 
be! cir guy proper element. The 
s can live in the water, but 
außnot in the water ; the offer 
thaſean live in the water, but not 
{ſh in the Tater 01/y, . Give ſome 
noon grace and the world, grace 


live D an 4 


The Water of Life. F 
and fin; admit them to make! 
uſe of their luſts for pleaſure, MW: 

and of grace to remove their 
ouilt, and they will make a pret-g1 
ty good ſhiſt, as we ſay : they: 
will finely ſcrabble on in a pro- . 
feſſien; but hold them to grace a1 
only, confine their life to grace, 
put them into the river, and let 
them ave nothing but river 
Md and they die; the word, and fe 
- way, and nature of grace, is to 
them as igt bread, and their! 
ſoul can do no other but loathW 
it; for they are not ſuited and 
tempered for that element Then 
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| ; are %, not Frogs, that can lives 
V3 in thc river, as in their e pro? 
. per el: ment: Wherefore the 
ance of God, and ſpirit of grace 
} is compared to a river, to e 

that none but thoſe can live". 


thereby 
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ke hereby, whoſe ſouls and ſpirits 
re re ſuited and fitted thereto. 

ein 6. The grace, and ſpirit of 
er grace of God, is called or com- 
6 Pared to a river, to anſwer thoſe 
ro. unſatiable deſires, and to waſh 
ce g way thoſe mountainous doubts, 
ce, Hat attend thoſe hat indeed do 
let hirſt for that drink. The man 
cr Mhar thirſteth with ſpiritual thirſt, 
nd Fears nothing more than that 
to there is not enough to quench 
ci is thirſt: All the promiſes and 
at yings of God's miniſters to 
naß uch a man, ſcem but as 1himb/es 


39 


cy inſtcad of :;w/s, I mean fo long pra, 42. 


ves his thirſt and doubts walk 
ro and in hand together. There 


3 


— i nyt: : . 
the not enough in this promiſe; bal. 143. 
ace lind not enough in that pro-“. 


iſe to quench the drought of 
ny thiriting foul. He that thirſt- 
D 2 eth 


Plal. 63. 
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eth aright, nothing but God if 
can quench his thirſt. My faul] 
thirjieth for God, for the living hi 
God. Well, what ſhall be done? Y 
for this man? will his God humour 
him, and anſwer his deſires ?! Þ 
Mark what follows, when the 
poor and needy ſeek water and 
there IS none (and they Can nd 
none, when all the prom iſcs s 
ſeem to be dry, and like clouds 
that return after the rain) and! * 
their f0ngue fails for thirſt, 18 
the Lord will hear them, I thi 
God of Iſrael will not fcr/ake!f 

them. Ay, but Lord: what w Ih 

thou do to quench their thirſt'Y 
1 will open rivers, faith he, . & 
high places, and fountains in 1 
midſt of the valleys, 1 will make Wi 
the wilderneſs a pool of water, 
and the dry land ſprings of is 
el. 


a The Water of Life. 
od .. Bchold ! here are rivers and 
antains, a pool, and ſprings, 
WA "nr all to quench the thirſt of 
nef hein that thirſt for God. 
Wherefore, as I ſaid, ſuch 
8 5 1 for the thirſty, inti- 
the pates their fears of want, and 
ind he craving appetite of their ſouls 
nd After God, right ſpiritual thirſt 
ese s not to * ſatisfied without a- 


ads! Þundance of Zracé. Aud th. Y Pfal. 36. 


and pa be abundantly ſatisfied with 8. 
„Ie fatneſe of thy houſe, and thou 
thel alt make them drink of the river 

ale * thy pleaſures. 
vil 7. The grace of God is com- 
rſt! Parc to a river, to ſhew the 
gr -a/1c/s of the fumily of God. 
k e has a family, a great fainily, 
| of ticretore it is not a little 
M nuſt be provided or them. 
Vaen {rac! weat out of Ag t, 
D 3 and 


Pſa). 73, 
20, 


and thirſted by the way, Godfifi 
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provided for them a river , hel 
made it 25 out of the roll 
for alas? what leſs than a river 7 
could quench the thirſt of more 
than ſix hundred thouſand men 
beſides women and children? | 11 

I fay what leſs than a river 
could 464 it? When the ple \ 
luſted for fl-\h, Moſes ſaid, half 
the flocks and herds be flain for. n 
them to Jui ice thei, or ſhall a 
the fith of the fea be ga hered Wh 1 


gother for them to 2 ice hen 


even ſo could not leſs than a r 
ver ſuſtain and ſaffice that great 
people: now his people in 00 mM 
pel-days, are not to be diminiſh 
ed but increaſed and if then thc 
had need of a river, ſurely now 
of a ſea; but the river is Je-pil 
and broad, full, and abounds, 

of 


tl 
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off r riſes with water, ſo it will 
hf Iuffice. | 
kl S. The grace of God is com- 
er@parcd to a river, perhaps to ſhew 
f what a low eſtcem it is with 
he / and the full. The de- 


43 


p i | nd neeay, the 10 ſeek Tvater, but 
hall hey can drink wine in bowls, 
fol Par can ſclace themſelves wich, 
als they think, better things, 
i 15 come not to this river to 


n ic if oy link not of this 
reafWater. 'Tis therefore for the 

300 Poor and needy, God will lead xevel. . 
ih hem to his living fountains of '/ 
h-vif vaters, and will wipe away all 

ou cars from their eyes. And thus 

cp W paſs the ſecond, and come to 

ads the third particular, and that is 

o's . to 
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to ſhew the head and fpring i 
from whence this river pro- 
ceeds, or jprings. 9 

Rivers have their heads from 
whence they riſe, out of which 
they ſpring; and lo accordingiyhl 
we read this river has; where-W 
fore he faith, he /hewed me oi 


pare river of water of fe, clear 


for the whole God head, Father 
Son, and Spirit, for that gracq; 


of the Father, the grace of th 
Son, and grace of the Spirit i 
5 here included. Hence, as the 
Jh Father is called, the God of grace 
1 ſo the 392 is laid to be ful MW 
29, grace, grace to be communica 
ted; and the s!y GH is cali 


led 


The Water of Life. 
d, the ſpirit of grace. So then 


this we perceive whence 
Hace comes. Were all the world 


onfgacious, it God were not gra- 
ich hhous wh was man the better? 
yl che Father, or the Son, or 
re- e Holy Ghoſt are erache if 


„44 it profit? but now God 
gracious, the three perſons 
che God- head arc gracious, 
ken pd ſo long they that ſeek 
hcrace arc provided for; for that 
rac } ere proceeds from them a ri- 
rache, or grace like a flowing 
ry eam. indeed he original o& 
it if grace to ſinners ;s the good- 
th 2 Will of God? none can imagine 
"ace . loving God is to ſinful 
Ian A little of it is {cen, but 
nic Hey that ſce moſt, ſee BUT a 
cal-Mittle, 8 


lcd | But 
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But there is added, and f 
Lamb, The Lamb, is, 5% 
as ſacrificed, 7eſus as man, and 1 
ſuffering. Hence you have thi 
Laab, at the firſt viſion of th; 
| throne, ſet forth unto us chuſſ 50 
that is, as ſluin: and I bebe 
and lo in the midſt af the bro 
and of the four PROF, aud iu tf 
midſt of the el fer s, flood 4 1.0 k 

as it had been lain. Fe 

Whrctorc by # this word Lam 
we are to undilund, who, off 
by what means grace doth noi 
run from the throne of Gol 
like a river to the world. It 
| becauſe of, or thorow the Lam 
Rom. iii. We are Juſtified free:'y by [i 
24. grace of God thorov the reden 
tion that is in Jeſus Chriſt who 
God hath ſet forth to be a propiy 
tation thorow faith in his blood 


And 


( 


K The Water of Life. 
ty nd again, we have redemption 
an // /ins, according to the rich- 
the es of God's gr ace. 

thi El Nor doth the Lamb of God, 
me becoming a means . 
eli Eth, of the conveyance of 
ce to us, at all darken the 
ture or glory of grace, but 
anhggther doth ſer it off the more. 
For wherein can grace or love 
orc appear, than in his laying 
hen his life for us? I ſpeak 
v of the grace of the ſon. 
Wd wherein could the nature 
| ad glory of grace of the fa- 
er more appear than in giving 
s ſon to death for us, that 
bn F.. might in a way of juſtice 


og well as mercy be beſtowed 


pon the world? wherefore, as 
oa faith here, that the river of 


And 


Grow "his blond even the forgroe-. Epheſ. 1. 


watcr - 
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God, ſo he adds, that the Lan 


The Water of Life. 
water of life proceed. th from 
bectafe he would have us, whilf L 
we are intangled and overcom 1 
with this river of God's pleaſur pt 
not forget what it colt the Lam 
of God rhat this grace mig 
come unto us. 1 

1 

For the riches of grace aH 
of wiſdom is, that grace com; 
to us not only in a way of mol bv 
cy and compaſſion, but in a vi I 
of juſtice and equity : but th 4 
could be by no other mean 9 
but by redeeming blood. Which Fit 
re deeming blood came not fro 
vs, nor yet thorow our co 4 
trivance or advice; wherefort 
whatever It is to the Lamb, ſhi 
all is of grace to us. ea, th 
higher, che greater, the rich 
is grace by how much the mot 


A 
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ii coſt the Father and the Lamb, 
„chat we might enjoy it. When 
hg man ſhall not only deſign me 
"Ma purſe of gold, but ſhall venture 
urWhis life to bring it to me, this is 
0 Worace indeed, But alas! what 
[Ware a thouſand ſuch ſhort com- 
Wpariſons to the unſearchable 
aWove of Chriſt ? 
m8 The Lamb then is he from 
nw hom, by, or through whom 
vwilWthe grace of God doth come to 
this. It proceeds from the throne 
eanWor God and of the Lamb. And 
hit proceeds from him, now as a 
froWonator ; from him, not only as 
cola means of conveyance, but as 
fahne that has power to give grace; 
, tipower as he is the /on of man. 
, thi or as the ſon of man, he is the 
ichLamb; and as he is the Lamb, 
mot cometh from him. The. /or 
0 


E f 


5 
o 
n 
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50 The Water of Life. 
Mat: 9.6. of man had power on earth to for- FX 1 
o * give /in, and that before he had 
_ 1. actually paid to God the price] 
of our redemption. But how 
much more now? Wherefore 
Paul in his prayer for grace andi 
\ peace for ſaints, ſupplicates both {We 
God, and the Lamb. Grace to i 7 
"you from God the Father „ and 71 
from our Lord Jeſus Chr 52 4 
Proceeding out of the thi one. 2 
Formerly this river of waters is 
Ezek. 47. ſaid to come from under the! 4 | 
A threſhold of the houſe of rhe . 
Lord. And tis ſaid again, they 
ſhall go out from Jer 60 4 z 
that is the church or houſe ol 
14 God ſtill. In that they are ſaid 
to come out from under the 
threſhold, it may be to intimate] 
that they ran but low formerly 


if compared to what they de 
now. 
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r- now. Which might alſo be ſig- 
ad nified by this, that they Nued 
ce out; that that iſſues out ordina- 
Ny Wil comes forth but ſlowly. Al- 
re o the prophet ſaith, the firſt 
nd time he went thorough the wa- 
hl ters they were but up to the 
70 uncle. But what is ancle deep, 
"i to that which followeth after! 
Ftis ſaid alſo to come out from 

1 ==” where I perceive, 
s were no great rivers, to inti— 
thei fi late that as long as the ſirſt 
the 6 rieſthood, firſt temple, and 
heyy pe were in their ſplendor, on- 
em the ſhadow of heavenly things 

of Pere i in uſe, and that then grace 
wo ran but ſlowly, nor would run 
then nuch faſter, DG Jeſus was 
Hot yet glorified. For the ſpi- 


Nate 
erh it and abundance of grace was 
d , to 


A , 
— 


OW. 4 | 


xlvii. 3,4. 
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Exo. xxv. 
bY. 


Heb. iv. 
16. 


Iſa. xxii. 
22, 25, 
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to be given, not before, bur af * 
ter his aſcenſion. 4 
Wherefore, now Jeſus is a- 
ſcended; now he is glorified; now | 
grace proceeds. from the throne, 
not from the 7hreſhold of " | 
houſe. He fhewed me a pur 
river of water of Life, clear af 15 0 
eryſlal, proceeding from or out of 
the throne of God, and of the Lamb. 1 
The throne} That of which 
the mercy-ſeat was a type: thatf . 
which is called the throne 4 
grace. And it is called the throni 
of grace cven therefore, becau 
'tis that from, or out of w nil 
proceeds this river of water of 7 
life; this overflowing grace o 0 
God, Now ü it may be aſked 
what is the throne of grace? and 
I ſhall anſwer, it is the humanir 


ty of Chriſt. He is the throne 
hi 


þ 


* 
Fe 
* 


The Water of Life. 


Wii. throne to his father's 
nl a The fulneſs of the 
thel gh EGod-head dwells in him bodily, 
Wand God was in Chriſt AU 
i Pers the world unto himſelf, 
„Vor can grace come to men but 
0 b PY Chriſt, nor can God reſt as 
ol to our Gas tion but in him. But 
tl Pecauſe I have ſpoken of this 
= Thing more particularly upon 
Al What text, [ Let us therefore come 
zul boldly to the throne of grace, CC. | 
M8 {ball therefore here ſay no 
* OTC, 
Only methinks it is a glori- 


owl 


© 
[ | 
> offi 

1 9 

Has given to the bung of 
Thriſt, in that he calls it the 
* Wy of God; and methinks 
ee eives it the higheſt preference, 
; E Z in 


2. 


pus title that the holy Ghoſt 


33 


Due is the Jacob in which God R.; 11. 
Fon And he ſhall be for a7. 
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and mercy there is great majei 


Hoſe. iii. 
Yo.” 


Jer. xxxiii 


9. 
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that he faith, out thence pro- 
cceds a pure river of water off 3 
water of life: we will a little . 
therefore ſpeak ſomething to 
this word | the ne, the throne 

5 A throne 1s the ſeat off 4 
majeſty and greatneſs ; tis 0 ; 
for things of an inferior quality 
to aſcend or aſſume a throne 1 
Now then, ſince this river of it 
water of life procecds from the | 
throne, it intimates that in graceſ x | 
ity; (for grace, as It proceeds} 
has a voice from the throne. F 
And indeed there is nothing inf Y 
heaven or earth that can {M 
AI E the heart, as the grace i 
God. Tis that which makes « 
man fear, 'tis that which make . 
a man zremble, tis that which 


wy make 
FPS 


; H 
bog 


The Water , Life. 55 


o- nakes a man b and bend, and Eo. 
ye xxxiv. 6, 

of break to pieces. Nothing has 5, , , 
ile chat majeſty, and commanding 
Wercatnels 1 in, and upon the hearts 
I 3 got the ſons of men, as has the 
4 QULAUCC of God. 

So that, I ſay, when he faith, 


What the river of grace proceeds 


3 
K. 


not 


ligh Put of the throne of God: It 1s 
ne No ſhew us, what a majeſty, what 
of f 


commanding greatneſs, there 
q in grace. 'The love of Chriſt 
race onſtraineth us, 
aje. 4 When Moſes went up to the 
eds 5 10unt the firſt time to receive 
ne. Nhe law, he did e fear 
g inf ene quake. Why! becauſe of 
1 {he fire and Pads 4 thick dark- 
if peſs and thunder, * 3 but when 
ces Pe went up the ſecond time thi- 
ake! Kher, he made haſt, and  bawed 
hich! head towards the earth. and 


lake worſhipped. 


the 


FY tt 5, 
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worſhipped. But why ? becaut 
it was before proclaimed, chal 
the Lord was gracious and mer 
ill, long [1 eri ing and abundanlf = 
in gcodnefſs and truth: keepin 1 
mercy for thouſands, forgiving in 2 
zquity, tr anſgre 2 and fin, «MM. 
There is nothing over-maſterif A 
eth the heart like grace, and 9 . 
Plal.xxvi. Obligeth to ſincere and un 
2, 3. feigned obedience as that. Zell 4 
amine me, O Lord, ſaid David 8 
prove me and try my reins an 
my heart, for thy Ioving aud 
is before my eyes, and I hav 
walked in thy truth. Thereſorf 4 
he faith again, O Lord, our God 
how excellent is thy loving kind 
neſs in all the earth! and, % 4 
eving kindueſs is mar vellous, p 
for it has that majeſty, and thaſp: 
excellent glory in it, as to com- 
mand 
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mand the heart and ſubdue fin. 
uſe And therefore grace has given 
bf to it the title of ſovereignity, or 
* 1 F one that reigns, The throne 
all. calls d, the throne of grace, 16. 25 
« hat on which | it ſits and reigns, 
s well as that from whence it FO 
<Y My roceeds. Grace reigns throughaz, 
Wig //couſneſs 70 eternal life by 
# feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
= Sccondliy, as a throne is a 
* Pat of majeſty and greatneſs, 
E. fo can awe; lo it is the feat 
an | f authority, and legi/lative pow- 
200 7 r, and ſo will awe; this is con- 
WL Ermcd from what 3 as ſald but 
fn SV how, gt Ice FeIgns. /Vherefore 1 It 
00 $ expected, that Pak that hear 
ind hne word of God's grace, ſhould 
thall 4 ubmit thereto, ind that at their 
onsMWpcril. He that believes not ſhall 
tha e Janed, is a word of power, 
Om*- of 
and 
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of law and authority; and th 
contemner ſhall find it ſo. Gra, 
proceeds from the throne, from 
the throne of God, and of th 
Lamb. Wherefore: ſinner, her 
is laid a neceſſity upon thee, on 
of the two mult be thy lot, e 
ther thou muſt accept of God 
grace, and be content to be (i 
ved freely thereby, notwithi 
ſtanding of thy undeſerving 
and unworthineſs, or elſe tho J 
muſt be damn'd for thy rebellion 
and for thy rejecting of thi 
grace. Wherefore conſider wit 
thy ſelf, and think what is bei 
to be done. It is better th 
thou ſubmit to the grace ani 
mercy of God, and that tho 
accepteſt of grace to reign fa 
thee, in thee, and over the 
than that thou ſhouldſt run th 
hazard 


CP 
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hazard of eternal damnation, 
ac ecauſe thou wouldeſt not be 
on: ved by grace? conſider of this, 
W lay, for grace is nod in autho- 
e 57, it reigns, and proceede from 
Ve THRONE. Now, you 
el jj now, tis dangerous oppoſing, 
daß iecting, deſpiſing or difowning ,, 
(oF them in authority: better 14. 


— * = 2 
— 2 


ithWcak againſt twenty, than a- 
ng inſt one that is in authority. , ht l 
hol 1 the wrath of a king, is as x2. 


100 


ers of of death : If the wrath 
ti the king / as the roaring of 
with io: what is the wrath of 
bil pod? and you know, to deſpiſe 
thiace, to refuſe pardon, to FR 
an willing to be ſaved from the 
thofWilt and puniſhment due to trea- 
foſhns the Lig way, "ſince that 
ry: ſo is the Flt \ , how will 
that provoke ? _ hot will that 


1Zaſl make 


* 
p n 
i, a Aa — 2 — — — IEC ESR * = ” 
* —— 
— 
. = CO o 
- TAPE ——_ 9 wh _ \ \ 


if a . — 
* _— ; — — — 3 F 
- . N . 
h PRIEST OT. n 


The Mater of Life. 


make wrath? but to accept of 
grace, ſpecially when 'tis free 
grace, grace that reigns, gra 
from the thro =; how ſweet i 
it? His favour 1s as dew up E 
the graſs. 8 

This therefore calls for thi; 
moſt grave and /edate thoughts . 


Thou art in a ſtrait, wilt that c 
fly before Mo/es, or with Dai 
910 fall into the hands of thi 
Lord? wilt thou go to hell fo 
AM ſin, or to life by grace? one q 
| the two, as was ſaid afore, mu 
be thy lot; for grace is king, | 

upon the throne, and will at 

mit of no other way to glory 
Rom.v.2, In and by it thou muſt * 
if thou haſt any hope, or call 
at all rejoice in hope of the gl 
ry of God. 


Thirdly, as the throne is tl 
k ſe 
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ſeat of majeſty and authority, ſo it 


of / 
”” 


I there is ½ appeal from the 

„ chrone. There are inferior | 

5 courts of judicature, there are 
under-governors, and they may 

ſometimes perhaps be faulty; 

vherefore in ſome caſes an appeal 

from ſuch may be law ful or per- 

mitted but from the throne, none 

can appeal. Now grace is upon 

the throne, reigns upon the throne, 

W-roceeds from the throne: A man 

ay appcal from the law to the 

throne, from Moſes to Chriſt, 

rom him that ſpake on earth, to 

um that ſpeaks from heaven, 

out from heaven to earth, from 6 

[Chriſt to Moſes, none can appeal. Ads 3. 

Mofes himſelf has forbid it. For 22. 23. 

Mofes truly ſuid unto the fathers, 


a 


0 6 
he is the higheſt ſeat of authority. 
| Ni. There is noue above the throne, 
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a prophet ſhall the Lord your Golf 
raiſe up unto you, of your brethrenl 
like unto me, him ſhall ye hear in 
all things whatſoever he ſhall ſq 
unto you, and it ſhall come to paſs 
that every ſoul which will not hear 
that prophet, ſhall be deſtroyei 
from among the people. 
See here, this NEW prophet, 
judges, in the higheſt court, ht 
is maſter of grace, the throne by 
which grace reigns; and eve 
MsJes admits, that from himſel 
an appeal may be made to thi 
prophetz yea, he allowsthat men 
may flee fom himſelf, to thu 
prophet for refuge; but ther: 
muſt be no appeal from him. 
Thou muſt hear him, or die 
How ſhall we eſcape, if we tun 
12. away from him, that fpeakell 
from heaven? | 
: This 


1 


nere 
him 
die 
Tur 


el 


[his 


DY Us. 
u miniſter, nor a prophet, nor an 
Angel that ſpeaks, for all theſe are 
ut ſervants, but inferiors : no, it 
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This therefore is to be duly 
veighed, and deeply conſidered 
'Tis not a faint, nor 


s a voice from the throne, from 
uthority, from the higheſt 
zuthority; it is the Lord from 
eaven. 'This grace proceeds 
rom the throne; and therefore 


Nen muſt ſtand and fall by what 


all come from hence. He that 
omes not hither to drink, ſhall 
ic for thirſt. He that refuſes this 
vater now, ſhall not have ſo 
auch as will hang upon the tip 
df his finger (if 'twould fave his 
oul) hereafter. How ſhall awe 


vation. 


cape, if we negled ſo great ſal- Heb. 2: 3, 


Apoſtates 
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Gal. 5. 


* from 
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Apoftates will therefore from | 


hence find griping pangs and 


burning coals,for they have turn. 


t 

t 
ed themſelves away from this t 
throxe, and from the grace that * 
t 


proceeds therefrom ; nor is it to 


any purpoſe whatever they plead i 
for themſelves. They are fallen 
grace, and what can heh 
them! Chriſt is become of not. 
effect unto ſuch, whoſoever iti 
that ſeeks to be juſtified by the 
law, they are fallen from grace. 
Fourthly, the throne, is the ſen 
of glory (when the ſon of man 
ſhall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him; the 
he ſhall ſit upon the throne 0 
his glory.) And if the throne d 
judgment is the ſeat glory 
much more the throne of ę grace 
We will venture then to ſay, tha 


6 
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the throne of grace, is the | 
throne of God'sglory, as the 

throne of judgment will be the 

throne of Chriſt's glory, and that 

grace proceedeth from his 

to throne, that both it and he, 

ad Wight have glory, glory in a way 

en of mercy. 

0 1. That it might have glory; 

nel therefore has he deſigned, that 

grace ſhall be effectual in, and to 

the ſalvation of ſome; even to the 

praiſe of the glory of his grace, Ephe. 1. 5. 
wherein he has made us accepted in 2 

the beloved. 4 
He has deſigned, not the glo- = 
ry of an's woks, but the glory 
f his cw grace; and therefore 
14S put man's works, as to juſtifi- 
ation before God, under his feet, 
and counts them as filthy rags; 
ut has ſet his grace up above, 
EY has 
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has made it a king, given it autho- 
rity to reign, has provided for 
it a throne, and called that 
throne, the throne of grace,from 
whenceitallopreceedsto its oi 
praiſe and glory, in and by the ef 
fectual ſalvation of thoſe thatre 
ceĩve it, and receive it not in vain, 
2. As grace is exalted, and 
made proceed out of the thromf 
to its 9w#- praiſes, to its 67 
glory, ſo is it alſo thus exake 
and made flow to us lik 
a river, that we ſhould be toth 
praiſe of the glory of him thi 
hath exalted it. We that 1 
ceive it, and ſubmit unto tl 
throne whence it proceeds, hat 
thereby obtained an inheritani 
Abel. . being predeſtinated according 
11. 12. the purpoſe of him who wordt 
all things after the counſel of ® 
av 
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ows will, that we ſhould be to the 
praiſe of his glory. 'So that this 
throne is a throne of glo- 
ry. A glorious high throne from 
the beginning 1s the place of our 
idtuam; now what follows 
from this, but that they that 
accept of this grace, give glory 
to God, to his grace, and to the 
word of his grace; ſuch I ſay, 
v0 clorify God for. hidfmercy: they Rom. 15. 
i glorify God by their profeſſed} cor. 9. 
1 %/ljection to the goſpel, of Chriſt, 13. 1 
which is the geſpel, or good 24 2" 
tydings f the grace of God. They Rom. 4. 
«ren Abraham believe and give 2 
glory to God and with the gentiles ; * 
they glorify the word of the Lord. - 
But to flight grace, to 
do diſpite to the ſpirit of 
grace, to prefer our own works 
to the derogating from grace; 
what 


2 — 
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what is it, but to contemy 
God? to contemn him when hei; 
on the throne, when he is on 
the throne of his glory, I fy 
again, it is to ſpit in his fac 
even then when he command 
thee to bow before him, to ſub- 
jet unto him, and to glorih 
the grace of his glory, thai 
proceeds from the throne of hi 
glory. If MH in old time were 
damned becauſe they glorified 
him not as God, ſhall not the) 
be more than damned, if mor 
than damned, can be, who gle 
rify him not for his grace? and 
to be ſure, none glorifie hin 
for his grace but thoſe tha 
cloſe in therewith, and ſubmi 
themſelves thereto. Talkers d 
grace are but mockers of God 
but flatterers of God, Tho 

, 
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1 What only talk highly of grace, 
nd ſubmit not themſelves unto 


on t, are but like to. thoſe that 
a Wpraile a look, or flatter him in 
f his own conceits. Grace God 
6 


Has exalted, has ſet it upon the 
throne, and ſo made it àa king, 
nd given it authority to reign ; 
ind thou goeſt by and heareſt 
hereof, but wilt not ſubmit 


Por thy life: why, what is this 
gore than to flatter God with 
hy lips, and than to lye unto 
im with thy tongue? what is 
his but to count him leſs wiſe 
han thyſelf, while he ſeeks 
lory by that, by which thou 
ilt not glorify him; while he diſ- 
lays his grace before thee in the 
'Oorld from the throne, and as 
hou goclt by, with a nod 


hyſelf thereto, neither thy ſoul, 


thou 
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thou calleſt it ine thing, but 
followeſt that which leadeth 
therefrom? tremble, tremble 
ye ſinners, that have deſpiled 
the riches of his goodneſs. Thef 
day is coming when ye ſhall 
behold, and wonder, and periſh 
if grace prevaileth not with 
Acts 13. you to be content to be fave 
38.39, 40, by it to the praiſe of its glory, 
1 5 
and to the glory of him wad 
hath ſet it upon the throne{ 
Fifthly, the throne is tk 
ſeat of wi/dom. Hence he is called 
the ancient of days, that ſits # 
this throne, the throne of God 
Infinite in wiſdom, whoſe gal 
ments were white as ſnow, an if 
the hair of his head like pu 1 
wooll, by ancient of days, an 
in that it is ſaid the hair of h 
head is like the pure wooll, bl 
witdo! 


Dan. 7.9, 
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hall 
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herefoi: when we read that 
Put of the throne proceeds a ri- 
er of grace, when we read this 
droccedeth out of the throne 
f God, it is as much as to ſay, 
he wi/e God, who moſt perfect- 
y knoweth all ways, counteth 
h his wiſdom, that to ſave men 


uth that it might be by grace, 
the end the promiſe might be 


re to all the feed, And again 


orgiveneſs is according to the 


ſet grace, upon the throne, 
auß let grace procced out of the 

Mrone as a river, is by the wie 
V b, the only wiſe God, count- 


1dol ed 


viſddom is ſet forth unto - us. 


y grace is the beſt, moſt ſafe, * 4. 
nd ſure way. Therefore it is ff 


ches of his grace, wherein he Epheſ. r. 
„ abounded toward us, in all” © 
i/dom and prudence. Wherefore 
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ed the beſt way, the ſafeſt wa 
the way that doth belt fuit thi; 
condition of a ſinful man, . 
that tends moſt to the utt 
diſappointment of the devil a 
death, and hell. Grace can jul 
fy freely, when it will, whilhy 
will, from what it will. G 
can continue to pardon, fai 
and fave from falls, in falls, oi. 
of falls. Grace can comfaWr 
relieve and help thoſe that HH 
hurt themſelves. And grace 
bring the unworthy to gl 
This the law cannot do, this mi 
cannot do, this angels cannot 
; this God cannot do, but on 
. by the riches of his grace, . 
1 rough the redemption that 8 
[ 


? 


11. Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore ſee 
8 - God has ſet grace on the throqWſai 
. and ordered that it ſhould pi 


Ce 
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wayllfcced from this throne to the 

World. Yea, ſceing he has made 
at king, and granted tot, to it on- 
une, the authority and ſovereignty 
E 


of ſaving ſouls; he has magnified, pom 
jufWot only his love, but his pro. 8. 
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s, af 
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ec 
lon 
5 mi 
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viſdom, and his prudence be- 1, 12. 
ore the ſons of men. This then 1 
s his great device, the maſter- | 
iece of all his witty inventions: 
and therefore it is ſaid, as was 1 
:inted before, in this thing he 
path proceeded toward us in all 
viſdom and prudence. 

So then, he that comes to, 
and drinks of this water, glori- 
fies God for his wiſdom, praiſes 
od for his wiſdom. Such an 
one faith, that God is only 

iſe, and bowing his head, 
faith again, to God only wile, 

G be 
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be glory, both now and For ever 
Amen, 

But he that ſhall contenuff 
this grace, confronts the higheſ 
wiſdom, even wiſdom upon the 


throne; he faith of himſelf, I , 

wiſcr than Daniel, than thejuds 2 

ment of God. I could hax l 

found out a more ſafe ay b 

heaven my ſelf, and had I bed. 

of God's, council, I would had". 

told him ſo. All this ſo horrib 

5 blaſphemy, naturally proceeliſ- 
from him that liketh not thi 

grace ſhould be king on tit 4 

ri and ſhould proce 

out of the throne to the world E 

"TA. but ſhall he that contendeth wi = 

the Almighty, inſtru him? R 

that repro veth God, let him 6 

fwer it, |: 


Th 


The Water of Life. 

The text ſays, that this very 
octrine to the Greets, to the 
viſe, is fooliſhneſs, and the 
reaching of it a fooliſh thing 
Jo them: but it will appear even 
then, when the concluſion of 
I things is come, and when 
heſe wiſe ones by their wiſdom 
ave fooled themſelves to hell, 
What this foo/r/hneſs of God, is 
Filer than men, and the weak- 
of God ſtronger than men. 


Chriſt Jeſus, becauſe he was 


pon by ſome, but he is a glo- 
ous throne to his: father's 


rid 2 
11 jouſe: for ſince his humility 
„ Jas the loweſt of all, now he is 


xalted to be the throne of God; 
ea, is made the fountain 
hence grace continually flows, 
lke the rivers, and comes down 
G 2 to 


ow in the world, is trampled - 


A 
03 


1 Cor. 1. 
21, 22,23 
24, 25 


The Water of Life. 
to us like a mighty ſtream, 
Wherefore, I will conclude this 
with both comfort and caution: 
with comfort, and that becaul: 
of the ſecurity that they are 


mitted themſelves to grace, /i 
{hall not have dominion over you, 
for you are nit under the lau, 
but under grace. And let it be 
caution to thoſe that deſpiſe 
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ing of the wiſdom of Gol 
Now here is the wiſdom o&God, 
even wiſdom upon the throne, 
It pleaſed God, for the glory if 
his wviſ/dom, to make this the way 
to wit, to ſet up grace to reign 
I have often thought, and ſon 
times ſaid, if God will be pleaſed 
with any way, ſurely he will be 


pleaſed with his own. Now this 
is 
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Take heed, tis dangerous affront 
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| waters, caſt thy ſelf into them 


alone to cauſe them to carry thee 
into his paradiſe, that thou may- 


of faithfulneſs, the place of per- 


| forming of ingagementsand pro- 
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is the way of his own deviſing, 
the fruit and effect of his own 
wiſdom: wherefore ſinner pleaſe 
him, pleaſe him in that, wherein 
he is well pleaſed: come to the 


and fear not drowning ; let God 


eſt ſee his throne. 
Sixthly, the Throne is the /eat 


miſes. Whey I ſhall receive the pal. 75. | | 
congregation, ſaith Chriſt, Twill a. 1 
judge uprightly, that is, faith- 
fully. And now he has received it, 
and is made head over all things 
to it; and for this cauſe is he Epheſ: 22. 
upon the throne, yea, Is the 3 
throne from whence proceeds 
all this grace, that like a river 

_ doth 


7. 


John 16. filling of promiſes. VI go ut MT 


ſpirit upon all fleſh, &c. Now this 


miſed by the F ather and the Son, 


fpirit, he hath ſhed forth That 


The Waterof Life. 
doth flow, and glide from hea- 


ven into the world. This river 
then is nothing elſe, but the ful- 


away the comforter will not come; 


but if I depart I will ſend * th: 


Acts 2.16, unto you. This is that which vo 


. Spoken of by the pi opel Joel, Au Her 


it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt d n 


(/aith God) I will pour out of m 


river is the ſpirit, the ſpirit and 
grace of God, which was pro- 


and now it comes running from 
the throne of God and of the E 
For being now by the right hand f 
of God exalted, 4 having receiv". 
edof the F. ather the promiſe of thi f 


an 


which ye now ſee and hear. 


Be- 
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Bchold then how mindfal, "4 
ow careful, how faithful our 
*ather and the Lamb of God is! 
Tis not exaltation, nor a crown, 
or a kingdom, nor a throne, 
hat ſhall make him neglect his 
oor ones on earth: Yea, there- 
ere, even becauſe he is exalted 
„Ind on the throne, therefore it 
that ſuch a river with its gold- 
his n ſtreams, proceeds from the 4 
nd one to come unto us. And þ 
ro-Wt ſhall proceed to be far higher 
"n,Whan ever was the ſwellings of 
on {W707 dan. True, it runs not ſo high 
Wow, as in former days, becauſe 
nit the curſe of God upon anti- 1. 32. 13, 
- hriſt, by whoſe means the land 14, 15, 16, 
e God e, is full of briars 
nnd thorns; but when the tide 
is at the loweſt, then it is neareſt 
3e-Mthe riſing; and this river will riſe, 
and 
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The Water of Life, 
and in little time, be no more 


ſo low as but ancle deep: Twil 
Ezek: 47. up to the Knees, to the /oins, and 


be a broad river to Fim u 
113.33. 21. For there the glorious Lord iſ 
be unto us a place of broad rive 
Rev. 22. and flreams, and there ſhall ben a 
3:0 more curſe in the church, bi 1 
the throne of God and of the n 
* Lamb ſhall be in it, and his fed 
vants ſhall ſerve him, that 1s wid * 


out moleſtation. 

Theſe ſayings are faithful al 
true, and in faithfulneſs ſhall theſ 
from the throne of God and d 
the Lamb, be performed to tit 
church. Faithfulneſs in him thi 
moles is that which makes. S 

ce; becauſe thereby the promi 
es pie milk and bench For no 
the faithful God, that keep 
covenant, performs to his chute 


*' 
* 
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hat which he told her he would. Job 20. 
Wherefore our rivers ſhall run, 77* 
nd our brooks yield honey and 
DULTCET, s 

Let this teach all God's people 
o expect, to look, and wait for 
ood things from the throne. But 
dh, merhinks, this throne out of 
Nich good comes like a river! 
ho would not but be a ſubject 
o it? who would not but wor- 
up before it? But, 

Seventhly, a throneis the ſeat Pal, 89. 
juſtice. Fuſtice and judgment 
re the habitation of thy throne. 
And it is alſo from juſtice that 
his river of grace flows to us ; 
uſtice to ChriR: and juſtice to Rom. 3. 
hoſe that arc found} in him. God 24: 
leclares that he can juſtly juſtify, Joh. i.). 
juſtly forgive: now if he can juſt- 
Wy juſtify and juſtly forgive; then 
Can 


Norte 
"will 
and 
Win 
hal V, 
ver! 
e nd 
bil 
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{hl can he give grace, and cauſe that | 
© it ſhould proceed to, yea, flow 
1 after us as a river. The. re 4 
i that guſhed out of the rock in uf 
11 the wilderneſs ran after the peo. f 
171 ple there, wherever they wan 
cor. 10. dred therein. They drank off | 
= 7+ the rock that followed them, the, 
py rock was not removed out of his l 
ry place, but the flood followed... 
WI Pal. 105. them whither they went. Hi 
UT 41. opened the rock, and the water! 3 
. guſhed out, they ran in dry place, 
5 like a river. PB 
5 This rock, faich he, was Chriſt t: 
1 that is, figuratively, and the, 
4 throne? is Chriſt really. And the, c 
MN water guſhing out of the rock 


; and the following of them in the 
1 wilderneſs was to ſhew hon 
when Chriſt became a - throne, 


grace and goodneſs ſhould glow 
to 


2 
ri 
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in the wilderneſs from thence 

o long as here we abide. Where- 

ore David conſidering this, ſaid, 

ver ureiy 2 ooaneſs and mer CY [hall Pſal.2 3.6. 
TU OLLOJ/ me all the days of my | 


0%, and 1 will dwell in the houſe 


\at 


the Lord for ever. 

6 But whence mult this come ? 
the The text lays, from the throne; 
wy the throne, the ſeat of iu 
Ae for from thence by reaſon of 
* hat HE hath found in Chriſt 


r us; he in a way of righte- 
ulneſs and juſtice, lets out to vs, 
vers of his pleaſures; whoſe 4 
Iriginal is that great and wide | 
a of mercy that flows in his 


finite heart beyond thought. 1 Cor. 6. 


All is paid for both US and 18. 
. eb. . 
race. We are bought with a 12. 
rice. He has obtained eternal Jch. 7. 39. 
edemption for us: yea, and as 
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1 we are made his, and heavalf; 
made ours thus; ſo this river q 

grace has been alſo obtained 

him for us. Wherefore all come 
tousina way of juſtice and righ 

2 Pet. Ir. teouſneſs. Hence we are faid i 
obtain faith through the right 
ouſneſs of God; that is thorouy 

the juſtice of God, and of [ey 

our Lord. Mark, here is theuſtig 

of God, and the juſtice of Je 

our Lord: and we have our fai 

from the juſtice of God, becaul 


of the righteouſneſs of Jeſus oufiff 
Lord: that is, Jeſus anſwelſfat 
with works of juſtice the Mei 
mands of juſtice : and theretaat 
in a way of juſtice, grace reigT:rc 
and comes to us like a river, Mto 
is ſignified, for that it is ſaid lt! 
come to us out of the thronl is 


Again, grace is faid to rel 
|. ti 


The Water f Life 

all; righteouſneſs unto eternal life. 

of horo' what righteouſneſs? the 
byſrightcouſneſs or juſtice of God 

mb y JeſusChriſt our Lord. By Jeſus 
obMC|:riſt, or for his fake. For 
dühnis ſake, as I ſaid, we are for- 
even, and for his fake have all 
hings pertaining to lite andGod- 
ines. Which all things, come 

o us, thro', or down the {ſtream 

f this river in a way of juſtice, 
And therefore it is ſaid to come 
rom the throne. | 
Eighthly, this throne, is the 
at of grace and mercy : and 
herefore it is called the mercy- 
at, and throne of grace. This 
xrone turns all into grace, all 
to mercy ! This throne makes 

| things work together for good. 

is ſaid of:5anl”s ſons, they were 2 Sam. 21 
ot buried, after they were hang- 1, 14. 
until water dropped upon 
them 


7 
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them ont of heaven. And it my 
be faid of us, there is nothing 
ſuffered to come near us, until i 
is waſhed in that water that pre 
ceeds from the throne of grace 
Pſal. 119. Hence afffictions flow fronf 
07, 3 grace; perſecutions flow fron 


1 Cor. | 
22. grace, poverty, ſickneſs, ya 


_ 3 death it ſelf is now made ov 
\ Heb. 12, by the grace of God throig 
5, 6,7. Chriſt.O grace! O happy chun 
of God! All things that happalif 
to thee are for Chriſt's ſake tun 

ed into grace. I hey talk of th; 

„ PP hilofopers ſtone, and how, 
WT. one had it? it would turn 
1 things into gold. Oh! but n 
| it turn all things into grace? . 
M0 it make all things work togetiaÞn 
7 for good! No, no, this qualifh 
= virtue, excellency, what ſhal fre 
call it, nothing has in it, Mfac 

„ 
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n 
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mathe grace that reigns on the 
thingthrone of grace; the river that 
"til proceeds from the throne of 
od. This, this turns majeſty, 
authority, the higheſt authori- 
ty, glory, wiſdom, faithfulnels, 
uſtice and all into grace. Here's 
2 throne! God let us ſee it. 
on had the honour to ſee it, 
nd to ſee the ſtreams proceed- 
ng from it. O ſweet ſight! O 
heart raviſhing ſight! He ſhew- 
d me d pure river of water of 


ife, proceeding out of the throue 
God. 


en Indeed. as was hinted before, 
it ia the days of the reign of Anti- 
L hriſt there are not thoſe viſi- 
zetpns of this throne, nor of 
naliWhe river that proceedeth there- 


from; now he holdeth back the 
ace of his throne; and ſpread- 
H :2 eth 


t, U 
[ 


JW. + 


. 
S — 2 a> —_ A — * 
| _ 4 2 1 — ** A p 1 * — 
— y - — — * — — — b — —— — =_ 
0 , - . 
* — 1933 o — 2 „ > ” a _ 
— — — £ — = Sy - ” xg 1 2 —— Bf * . : : my — 1 
8 I G * * "x. — ® Poon” 3 S — zu.” 2 RY P% * as off 5 A * * a 1 «of * —_— — 
WC 3 9 „ * oo ui * > 4 o . _- C 3 fre + i 7 * WIS : 3 
a 4 1 ws * — 12 1 — & " 10 — 1 een W 
* 3 * 2 NW i Su "Foe If 2 2 vP * 5 — HK ___ - * k. 
N 3 2 N 4 — . - . ; 


— ay 
—_ 
* 3d * 
wt . 
- « of 
nd * 


——— _— 
P P # 


—— 


* — — £ 
* Wed + eg. 


ry . 
D — 
— — — K — 
8 fs — N 
CET — 


bo 
— 


1 * % 
* 2 * A * 
4 - * 
8 \ 72 
bd 
Z = 


* „ id - - wy *-. * 
3 - - is. 
- aA 0 — wc, ft 2 
1 5 — > 
— , 
- 
* 


may, and the magnifying-glak 
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eth a cloud upon it ; but the 
preſerving, ſaving benefits there- 
of we have, as alſo have all the 
ſaints in the moſt cloudy and h 
dark day. And fince we can ſee; 
Jo little we muſt believe the. 
more; and by believing give 
glory to God. We muſt alſol 
bour for more clear ſcripture 
knowledge of this throne ; for 
the holy word of God is the, 
perſpective-glaſs, by which we 


as 
C 


that will cauſe us to behold with 
open face the glory of this Lorath 

But methinks I have yet fail 
nothing of this throne, which 
is ahold none other but the 
ſpotleſs, and gloriſied humanity 
of the ſon of God. This4hronahe 
is the Lord Jeſus, this grace 


comes from the divine Majeſty 
| 5 Q 
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s dwelling bodily in the Lord 
the eſus. Wherefore let us fall 
ere · Nown before the throne, and 
the aſt our crowns at the foot af 
and he throne, and give thanks to 
ſee him that ſits on the throne, and 
tend to the Lamb for ever and 
glveggzver. 5 
oO how ſhould Jeſus be e- 
ure: gteemed of! the throne of the 
for ingeis a royal ſeat. Tis faid of , King, 
lep mon's, there was not its like 10, 20. 
1 Vn {NY kingdom; but of this 
Rat t may be ſaid, there is not its 
witiike in heaven and carth. At 
old he ſetting up of this throne the 
ſai he angels flocked round about I 
hichſgt, and the beaſts and the 7.2, =. 
t theWers gathered together to ſee it. 5, &, 7, 8. 
NOV hen this throne was ſet in 
rolueaven, there was ſilence, all the 
rcKeavenly hoſt had no leiſure to 
Jeſty H 3 talk; 
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78 AV The Water of Life. 
talk; they were ſurprized with 
fight and wonder. When'thi 
throne was ſet in heaven, w 
talk there was, it was as t 
Muſic of the trumpet. [ 

And behold, ſays John, a dl 
Was open in heaven ; and the fi 
voice that I heard, 7 1 as it er! 
of a trumpet faltig ith nM 1: 
which laid, come up hither, aut 
will ſhewv thee things which i ! 
be her eafter. And immediate 1 
I was in the ſpirit, and bell i 
A THRONE W 4S M0 
IN HEAVEN, and one Ji © 
hou the throne. 2 

This throne, was Jeſus Chi b 
exalted, SET, that is, lifted i 
not as upon the croſs, to ufſ 
contempt and ſcorn of his pt tl 
fon; but as I ſaid, to the wall * 
derment of the four beaſts, al 


the elders, and all the angels in 
heaven. A throne as ſet in hea- 
ven, and one fat, on the throne; 
that is God. And this inti- 
mates, his deſirable reſt for e- 
ver: for to ſit, is to_reſt, and 
Chriſt is his reſt for ever. Was 
it not therefore well worth the 
ſeeing? yea, if 7% had taken 
the pains to go up thither upon 
his hands and knees; I fay, to 
e ſec the Lord Jeſus as a throne, 
ſet in heaven, and the glory of 
of God reſting and abiding up- 
on him, and: giving out by him 
all things, not only his word 
Chrlfff but all his diſpenſations and pro- 
d i vidences to the end of the world; + 
and this. bleſſed thing among 
the reſt, even a pure river. of 
water of life, clear as cryſtak.: 
But I leave this, and proceed 
| tO 
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to the fourth and laſt thing; 
namely, to the zature and qua- 
lity of this water. Tis ſaid to be 
pure, and clear, pure and clegr 
as cryſtal; and he ſhewed me 4 


pure river of water of life, clear | 


as cryſtal, I know that there 
is a two-fold quality in a thing, 
one with reſpect to its nature, 
the other with reſpect to its o- 
peration. The firſt of theſe is 
inhereit and remaineth in the 
ſubje&t being as ſuch and 6s, 
for the moſt part uſeleſs. The 
other is put forth then when t 
meeteth with fit matter on which 
it may freely work. As to un 
ſtance, agua vitæ, the very 
metaphor here made uſe ot, 
bath a quality inherent in it 
but keep it ſtopt up in a bottk 
and then who will may faint 
not- 


— 
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potwithſtanding; but apply it, | 
pply it fitly, : and to fuch as 
nave need thereof, and then jj 


ou may ſee its quality by the 
Wpcration. This water, or ri- | | 
1 


er of grace, is called I ſay, The 
Nair of life, and fo conſequent- 
has a mo{t bleſſed bereut 


and thus far in the general, 
nave we ſpoken to it already. 
Ve will therefore in this place 
hore particularly, tho briefly, 
Yak a few words unto it. Firſt 
hen, this water of life is the 
ry-ground-work of life /n us, 

tho 1 


re, 

bc buzlicy, but its operation is ſeen | 

> is dy its working, the which it doth 

the ny then, wh tis admini- 

ſo, | ted, and received for thoſe ends 

Che Wor which it is adminiſtred. For 

un Ihen it revives where life is, f 

ich Ind gives life where it is not. 9 
| 
| 
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tho' not the ground-work of 
life for us. The ground-work of 
life for us, 1s the paſſion and me- 
rits of Chriſt, this is that for the 
ſake of which grace 1s given un- 
to us, as is intimated by the 
text: it proceeds from the throne 
of God, who is Chriſt. Chril 
then having obtained grace ior 
us, muſt needs be precedent 
as to his merit, to that grace 
he hath 50 obtained. Beſide" 
tis clear that the ſpirit and grace 
comes from God through him: 
therefore as to the communict 
tions of grace to us, it is th 
fruit of his merit and purchace 
But I ſay, in us, grace is tit 
ground-work of life : for tho 
we may be ſaid before to I 
virtually in the perſon of Chil 


before God; yet we are deal 
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The Water of Life. 
them; until they ſhall drink iii + 
in by vehement thirſt as the 7 
parched ground drinks in thelff a 
rain. n 

Now when this living water c 
is received, it takes up its en a 
in the heart, whence it ſpread ſt 
itſelf to the wakening of all the at 
powers of the ſoul. For as in v 
firſt creation the ſpirit ofGodmoſWſo 
ved upon the face of the watersjnſſt 
order to putting of that creaureſWic 
into that excellent taſhion ant 
harmony which now we beholdWip 
with our eyes: even fo the ned. 
creation, to wit, the making dal 
us new to God, is done by tit 
overſpreading of the fame fp 
ri: alſo. For the ſpirit, as I mg 
ſo ſay, fitteth and broodeth up 
on the powers of the ſoul, a 
the hen doth on cold Eggs, til 


hef 
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i they wax warm and receive life. | 
the The ſpirit then warmeth us, 
el and bringeth the dead and be- 
nummed ſoul (for ſo tis beſore 
aterſfh converſion) to a godly ſenſe 
ſeu and underſtanding of ſtates, of 
26K ſtates both natural and ſpiritual : 
theſſ and this is the beginning of the 
be work of the ſpirit by which the 
mo ſoul is made capable of under- 
tn ſtanding what God, and him. 
wreſW@ſclt is. if 
ll And this drinking in of the | 
holWipirit, is rather as the ground | 
drinks in rain, than as a ration- | 
| ſoul does through ſenſe of 
Wthe want thereof. 1 
The ſpirit alſo garniſheth the x 
Woul with ſuch things as are pro- vx 
Wper for it to the making of it 
i, live chat life that by the word 
| allfot God is called for. 
they | 1 


It 
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2Cor. 4, 
13. 

Gal. 5. 22. 
2 Tim. 1. 
7. 


It implanteth light, repen- 
tance, faith , love, delires alter 
God, hope, ſincerity, and what 
elſe is neceſſary for the making 
the man a ſaint; theſe things 


ſay, are the fruits and effects of i 


this ſpirit, which as a river of 
water of life proceedeth fort 


of the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. Hence the 


ſpirit is 


called the ſpirit of faith, the 


ſpirit of love, and the ſpirit of 


a found mind; ſor that the ſp- 
rit is the root and original ofal 
theſe things by his operations 
in, and upon the face of the 
ſoul. 

But again, as this living vr 
ter, this ſpirit, and the grace 
thereof, doth thus; ſo it allo 
maintains theſe things once 
planted in the ſoul, by its con. 
tinual 
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tinual waterings of them in the 


DJ” \ * — 
— * VB 
* 
by - 
. 
© 


ſoul. Hence he faith), 1 will wa- 16. 29. 1, 
ter it every moment. Water IT ; 2. 3. 


his vineyard the ſoul of the 


church, the graces of the church; 
and ſo the ſoul, and graces of 


every godly man, 
And becauſe it ſo happeneth, 


| ſometimes, that ſome of thoſe 


things wherewith the Holy 


| Ghoſt has beautified the ſoul, 


may languiſh to a being, if not 
quite dead, yet ready to die ; 
therefore he doth not only re- 


| freſh and water our ſouls, but 


renew the face thereof, by ei- 
ther quickening to life that 
which remains, or by ſupplying 
of us with that which is new. 
ro our godly perſeverance and 
everlaſting life. Thus thou wa— 
tereſt the earth, and watereſ# it; 

| IS thou 


Rev. 2. 
I, 2z 35 


. 


Pſal. 65. 


r 


8 — 2 4 


. . * 
* * * » yes. 4 


10. 


Hof. 14. 
5, 6, 7+ 


fbail grow. But how? I will be 
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thou greatly enricheſt it with the 
river of God. | 

For this muſt be remembred, 
that as the herb that 4s planted, 
or ſeed ſown, needs watering 
with continual ſhowers of the 
mountains; ſo our graces im- 
implanted in us by the ſpirit of 
grace, mult alfo- be watered by 
the rain of Heaven. Thou wa- 
tereſt the ridges thereof abundant- 
ly. thou ſetteſt the furrow theredf, 
thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, 
thou bleſſeſt tbe ſpringing tberecf. 


Hence he ſays. that our graces 


as the dew unto Iſrael, he ſball 
grow as the lily, and caſt forth 
his roots as lebanon. His bran- 
ches ſhall ſpread, and his beauty 
ſhall be as the olive tree, and his 
[inell as Lebanon. They that dwell, 

| auder 


70 
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be, ander his ſhadow ſhall return, 
they ſhall revive as the corn, 

4, Bond grow as the vine, the ſcent 

thereof ſhall be as the wine of Le- 


ng anon: or as he faith, in another 

he place; The Lord ſhall guide thee Iſa. 58. 
oe continually, and ſatisfy thy foul in ir. 

0 


droughts, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou ſhalt be like a watered 


Jer 


garden, and like a ſpring of wa- we 
of er whoſe waters fail not. 

% Ernere is beſides this, another 
leſſing that comes to us by this 

of. 'ving water, and that is the 


bleſling of communion. All the 
varmth that we have in our 
ommunion, it is the warmth 


of the ſpirit. When a company 


u ef ſaints are gathered together 
x in the name of Chriſt, to per- 
bis 


orm any. ſpiritual exerciſe, and 
heir ſouls be edified, warmed 
1 3 aad: 
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and made glad therein, it is be- Ire 
cauſe this water, this river of | 
water of life, has in ſome of BG 
the ſtreams. thereof, ran into Þ tc 
that aſſembly. Then are Chri- I b. 
ſtians like thoſe that drink wine Ife 
in Bowls, merry and glad; for cr 
that they have drank into the If. 
fpirit, and had there ſouls re ci 
-Feſbh with the ſweet gales, ry 
and ſtrong wine thereof. This Noi 
is the feaſt that 1/aiah ſpeaks of, No 


. when he faith, in this mountain fr 
ppall the Lord of haſts moe I ti 
unto all p cople a feaſt of fat things, Id. 
a feaſt of wines on the lees, N. 
fat things full of marrow, of i << 

* wines on the lees well refined fa 
This is called in another place tt 

2 Cor. x3. he communion of the Holy Ghoſt tt 

Now he warmeth ſpirits, unit 


'eth ſpirits, enlighteneth n 
le. 


e- | revives, cheriſheth, quickeneth, 
of. | ſtrengtheneth graces; renews aſ 
of ¶ ſurances, brings old comforts. 
to Ito mind, weakens luſts, im- 
ri- ¶ boldeneth and raiſeth a ſpirit of 
ne faith, of love, of hope, of pray- 
for Jer, and makes the word a bleſ- 
the © ling, conference a bleſſing, me- 
re- N citation a bleſſing, and duty ve- 
les, ry delightful to the foul. With- 
his out this water of life, communi- 
of, Jon is weak, flat, cold, dead, 
n fruitleſs, lifeleſs; there is no- 


ke thing ſeen, felt, heard or un- 


9 derſtood in a ſpiritual and heart- 
J quickening way. Now ordinan- 
ces are burdenſom, ſins ſtrong, 


ned faith weak, hearts hard; and 


ace the faces of our ſouls dry, like 
oſt, the dry and parched ground. 


mit This drink alſo revives us, 


Fits, when tempted, when ſick, when 
te: per- 
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perſecuted, when in tlie dark; 


and when we faint for thitf, 
The life of religion is this wa- 
ter of life; where that runs, 
where that is received, and where 
things are done in this ſpirit, 
there all things are well: the 
church thriſty, the ſoul thrifty, 
graccs thirſty, and all is well, 
And this hint I thought conve- 
nient to be given of this prect 
ous water of life, thar is with 
reference t to the operative qual. 
ity of it. 

1 ſhall conie in the next place, 
to ſpeak of it, as to the other 
deſcriptions which John doti 
give us of it. 

He ſays tis, 1. Pure. 2. Clear. 
2. Clear ts a compariſon. Aud be 


fhewed me a pure river of watet 


of life, clear as cryſtal. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, you read here, that this 
ater of life is PURE, that 1s, 
hne without mixture, for ſo 
ametimes that word [PURE] 


Exo. 27. 
sto be underſtood. As where peat 


faith pure, pure oil olive; pure zo, 34. 
rankincenſe ; pure gold; pure chap- 25, 
blood of the grape, and the 3 
ke: ſo then, when he ſaith, 114. 
e ſhewed me a pure river of 


vater of life, it is as if he had 


Eid, he ſhewed me a river of 


ater, that was all living, all 
fe; and that had nothing. 
1 it but life. There was no 
cath, or deadneſs, or flatneſs 
it: or as he faith, a little af- 
r, and there ſhall be no more 
wrſe. A pure river. There is 
ot ſo much as a grudge, or a 
jece of an a upbraiding ſpeech. 
bund therin. There is in it no- 


thing 


De Water of Life. a 
thing, but heart, nothing but 
love, nothing but grace, norhs 
Rom. 11. ing but life. The gifts and cal 

ing of God are without repre 

Fance. 
Secondly, [Pure] is ſom 

times {et in oppoſition, to ſhey 

or appearance: as where he lays, 

Job 25:5. the ſtars are not pure, that! 195 
not ſo without mixture of dark 

neſs, as they ſeem to be: for 

gain; if thou waſt pure and q 

chap · 8. 5. right, that is, as thou ſeemeſtto 
be, or as thou woulgeſt have uf, 
believe thou art. 
Nov take pure] in this ſence} . 
here, and then the meaning d 
tis grace without decert, with 
out guile; its ſhew, and its ſub 
ſtance is the Bude it has no- 
thing but ſubſtance in it; it! 


indeed what it ſeems to be in 
bulk; 


* 18 
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ll; "tis a river in ſhew, and a ri- 
er indeced. It comes from God 
ad from his throne in appear- 
nce, and really it comes from 
is very heart. 

1he great fear of the tempt- 
d is, that there is not {o much 
race in God, and that he is 
ot {o free of it, as ſome ſcrip- 
ures ſeem to import. But this 


ord PURE, 18 levelled a= 
"Wainſt ſuch objections and ob- 
tors, for the deſtroying of 
heir doubts, and the elicit 
df their ſouls. There is no 
aud. nor guile, nor fable in 
DYhe buſineſs; for tho' God is 
o Wicaſcd to preſent us with his 
ace, under the notion of a 
uber, it is not to delude our 
ancies thereby; but to give us 
one {mall illuſu ation of the ex- 
ceeding 
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ceeding riches of his grace, whidll be 

as far for quantity out- ſtrips th nc 

biggeſt rivers as the moſt might th 

ty mountain doth the leaſt ani v. 

egg, or atom in the world. I 

Thirdly, but again this worfl ar 

[pure| is ſet in oppoſition to tb 

which is hurtful and deſtrud 

ive. Jam pure from the bloo 

of all men; that is, 1 have hu 

AQs. 20. no body. The wiſdom that N ce 

Jam. 3. from above is firſt pure, tis aq; m 

* hurtful. Do you count thed yy 
lich. 6. R k 

8 pure with the wicked balancesÞ m 

how can that be, ſince they af] h 

hurtful? h. 

Nov take yure] in this ſend n 

here, and then it intimates tha 


the grace of God, and the dot 


trine of grace, is not a hurtf 


Epheſ- 5. thing. It is not as wine cf aff a 
rs. intoxicating nature. If a ma 


b 


are hurtful; be grace is not 1 Tim. . 
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be filled with it, 'twill do him 

no harm. The beſt of the things 

that are of this world are ſome Prov. 25? 
way hurtful. Honey is hurtful 8 


wine is hurtful, ſilver and gold LO 


burtful. Nerer did man yet 
catch harm by the enjoyment 
and fulneſs of the grace of 
God. There is no fear of ex- 
ceſs, or of ſurfeiting here. Grace 
makes no man proud, no man 
wanton, no man haughty, no 
man careleſs, or negligent as to 
his duty that is incumbent upon 
him, either from God or man: 
no, grace keeps: à man low in 
bis own eyes, humble, ſeli-de- 
nying, penitent, watchful ſa- 
vory in good things, charitable ; 
and makes him Kiridly affection- 
Ub K 9 ated 
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ated to the brethren, pitiful 
and courteous to all men. 
True, there are men in the 
world that abuſe the grace of 
God, as ſome are ſaid to tury it 
into wantouneſs, and into laſcivis 
ouſneſs. But this is, not becauſe 
grace has any ſuch tendaney, 
or for that it worketh any ſuch 
effect; but becauſe ſuch men are 
themſelves empty of grace, and 


have only done, as death and 


Hell hath done with wiſdom, 
heard the fame thereof with their 
ears. Tis a dangerous thing fora 


man to have the notions of grace 


while his heart is void of the 


ſpirit and holy principles of 
grace; for ſuch a man can do 
no other than abuſe the grace 
of God. Alas, what can be 
expected of him that has no- 

thing 
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thing in him to teach him to 
I nanage that knowledge of grace 
the which he has, but his fleſh, his 
Ol luſts, and luſtful paſſions? can 
theſe teach him to manage his 
| knowledge well? will they not 
rather put him upon all tricks, 
Wy evaſions, 1 i religious conſequen- 
ces and concluſions, ſuch as will 
ſerve to cheriſh fin? what Judas 
did with Chriſt, that a graceleſs 
man will do with grace, even 
make it a ſtalking horſe to his 
fleſhly and vile deſigns ; and ra- 
ther than fail betray both it and 
the profeſſion of it, to the great- 
eſt enemies it has in the world. 
ot And here I may ſay, tho 
grace is pure, and not hurtful 
at all; yet one altogether car- 
nal, ſinful, and graceleſs, hav- 
20 ing to do with the doctrine of 
ung“ K 2 it, 
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it, by the force of HIS luſts 


which tamper with it, he will 
unavoidably bring himſelf into 
the higheſt ruins thereby. An 
unwary man may deltroy him- 


becauſe there is in ſuch things, 
an aptneſs to deſtroy; but be- 
cauſe of the abuſe and miſuſe 
2 Pet. 2. Of them. Some know the way 


20 21 . . 
22 of Life, the water of Life, by 


ſpeculative only; and, it had 
been better fot ſuch if they had 
not known, than to know and 
turn from what they know; 
than to know and make that 
knowledge ſubſervient to their 
luſts. Some receive the rain 
God, and the droppings of his 
clouds, becauſe they continually 
ſit under the means of his grace. 


{clt by the beſt of things, not} 


knowledge that is naked. and! 
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But alas! they receive ĩt as ſtones 
receive ſhowers, or as dung- 
hills receive the rain: they either 


abide as hard ſtones ſtill, or elſe 
return nothing to Haw for 


his mercy, but as the dung-hills 


do, a company of ſtinking 
fumes. Theſe are they that 
drink in the rain that comes 
often upon them, and that in- 


YE icad of bringing forth herbs 
meet for the dreſſer, bring forth n 4 
briars and thorns : 


are they who are nigh unto 
curſing whoſe end is to be 
burned. 


Fourthly, by this word hte) 


[underſtand ſometimes thechief- 


eſt good, the higheſt good. There 


are many things that may be. 


called good, but none of them 
are good as grace is good. All ene „ 


K 3 things” 


and theſe 7, 8 


20. 


| 
| 
Rom. 14. | 
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things indeed are ue, that is I. 
all creatures in themſelves gre la 
good and ſerviceable to man, but 
they are not ſo good as grace. Axl 
Pro. 30. There is a generation that areſſſk 

f pure, that are good in their owa 
eyes. There are good men. 
good conſciences, good world 
good days, good angels, Gr. th 
bur none ſo good, as grace, foi. 
tis grace that has made themſſſis, 
ſo. Grace this water of life,Wſe! 
therefore is good, /uperlativehſſu 
good, good in the higheſt def 
gree ; for that it makes all thingsas 
good: and preſerveth them good 
And whatever it be that thig]e 
water of life waſhith not, tig is 
evil and given to the curſeſis 
1 1 as the Prophet intimates Wherq p 
he ſaith, but the miry places 
theres and the narſtef theres f 


iS 
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t ig h not be healed, they Jhall be 
gre even to ſalt. 
dut But who underſtands- this 
ace. lrho believes it? its goodnels is 
are pt cloſe from the fowls of the 
ownfir. Men, moſt men are igno- 
nen, 2 of the goodneſs of it, nor 
ks ico they care to enquire after 
Ov. tie enjoyment of this pure, this 
fore water of life. The reaſon 
hemſſis, becauſe tho' it is good in it 
life elf, good in the higheſt degree, 
ſvehlland that which makes all things 
t de good; yet it is not ſuch a good 
ungglas is ſuited to a carnal appetite. 
od There is good; and there is ſuit- 
thigable good: now ſuitable good 
„ tis of two ſorts; either fuch as | 
urſeſſis ſpiritual, or ſuch. as is tem- 1 
herefporal.. That which is ſpiritual, 
ace fis deſired only of them that are 


red ſpiritual; for temporal. gooe Will 


fatisfy a carnal mind. Nox 


things that be of the ſpirit « 4 


grace is a ſpiritual good; thi 
river of grace, is the goodne 
of ſpiritual good. Tis the « 
riginal life of all the grace if 
our ſouls: no marvel then 
if it be ſo little ſet by choſe th 
are carnally minded. , Hay wil 
ſerve a horſe and mire will fe 
a ſow ; ſo things of this life ſuj 
beſt wich the men of this worle 
for their appetite is groſs an 
carnal, and they favour not th 


God. The natural man recei 
eth not the things that be of th 
ſpirit of God ; (the things th: . 
be of this river of God) fra 
are fooliſhneſs unto him: neithl 


x Cor. 2. can he know them, becauſe theo! 


14 


are ſpiritually d. ;ſterned. "Thi" 
is the river of oyl which th 


wy 
105 
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Nourophet ſpeaks of, the river of 
thiffþ1rit. Were it a river of gold 
dnefflind filver, their would be old 

he offlilking on the banks thereof. | 
de ut it is a river that runs like Erek. 324 
thenlfy/, /aith the Lord God. This FE 
thhock pours us out rivers of oyl, 
WII / oyl, /oft. oyl, feet oyl, ! 
ſerie oyl of foy, the oyl of glad- Pſal. 92. 
e ſull /c, oyl to anoint the head pfal. 55. 
orfivithal, oyl to make the face to 17 
anfluine. oy] by which thou wilt pn. 47 
tthiþe made able to honour both). 
rit ꝙ od and man in ſome good Fele. 9 
ceiilneaſure as becomes thee. Pal. 103. 
FI might have enlarged upon 15. 
thafhis head, and have ſhewed you 148 v3 
rth pany more particulars wherein 

theſis term of { pure] might ſerve 

- theÞor the better ſetting forth of 
Thie excellency of this water of 

1 thſlike, but I ſhall proceed no oe 

mer 


ob. 29. 


65 
106 


ſhewed me a pure river of wate 
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ther upon this, but will com 
to that which remains, 

Secondly, as this river of wa 


ter of life, is ſaid to be pure 
ſo 'tis ſaid to be [clear:] H 


of life, clear. This term half 
alſo its particular ſignificationſs: 
and therefore ought to be heed 


ed. Fat 

I. [Clear] is ſet in oppaſitio 

to dark, therefore ſome are ai” 

to clear as the ſun, And agal e/ 

ou 6. the light ſhall not be clear 1. 
— 4. dark, In both theſe places [ele e) 
6. is to be taken for light, dayſ* 
light, Sun-light; for indced : 
is never day, nor ſun-ſhine wi . 

the ſoul, until the ſtreams oÞ 

this river of water of life co b 


gliding to our doors, into 9 


Hake i into our hearts. en 
t 
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he beginning of converſaſion 

s called illumination : yea, the 

oming of this river of water 

f life unto us is called the day- 

ring from on high. thro' the Heb. 10. 
nder mercy of our God. Tis 28 

iſo called the dawning of the Luk. x. 
iy. And hence again, theſe 7s. 

en unto whom this river of 

rater of life comes not, are ſaid 2 Pet. r. 


19. 
e reti me. darkneſs, but now ares. 


91 e light in the Lord. Wherefore 
„Ius water is like Jonathan's ho- 

gy it hath a faculty to open 

da £205, to make them that fit 
46 darkneſs/ee a great light. The, Sam. 4 

ght of the knowledge of the 27. 

1s ry of Godin the face of Jeſus _ 4+ 
comThriſt. God ho commanded the ; 
o4 ht to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath | "i 
Lene med in our hearts to give the light 6, 8 


th (the 


WI 


10h Tue Water of Life, 
(the ſpirit that enlighteneth and tc 
giveth the light) of the knowledoly E 
of the glory of God in the face off (+ 
Feſas Chriſt. This river caſteti , 
beams where it goes, like th! 
beams of the {un ; it ſhines, Nas 
caſts out rays of glory unto thoſ b 
that drink thereof. The ſtreand is 
of this grace were they that q ii 
vertook Sau when he was gq ſt 
ing to Damaſcus, they were thi | 
waters of this flood that cony tl 
Acts. 9. paſled him round about. An a 


. ,, if you will beleive him, he fail a. 
"4 Fe "this light from teaven was of 


chap. 26 great light, a light above 
#3* brightneſs of the ſun, a lig d 
that did by the glory of it, mal +] 
dark to him all the things in ti t 
world. | a 
2. Clear] is ſet in oppoſitiq 
to that which is not pleaſing. Fed 


ä 

The Water af Life. 109 

ang to be [clear] | is to be pleaſant. DES” 

eg Hence tis ſaid truly the light 1s 1g, 20. a 

e Meet, and a pleaſant thing it is 

tet for the eyes to behold the clear ſun. 

th read of rivers that looked red 4 

s, Nas blood, that ſtank like „ 

hol blood of a dead man: but this 2225. 

eam is no ſuch river. I read of 

at off rivers whoſe ſtreams are like 1+ 30. 

ſtreams of Hrimiſtone: fiery ſtreams, 33: 7.7, 

ſtreams of burning pitch: but "= 

| this is none of them There is 19-34: 9. 

a river beſides all theſe, clear 

and pleaſant, the ſtr cams Where- Pſal 46. 

of fhall make glad the city of God, 
Theſe are the waters that the 

doves love to ſit by, becauſe by 

the clearneſs of theſe ſtreams, - 

they can ſee their pretty ſelves Song. 5 

a8 in a glas, 12. 

ot Theſe be the ſtreams where 

g. Ff doves waſh their eyes, and by 


L which 
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which they ſolace themſelves, 
and take great content. Theſe 
ſtreams are inſtead (as I ſaid) off 
a looking glaſs; their clearneſ5} 
preſents us with an opportunity 
of ſeeing our own features. Az 
in fair waters, a man may fee of 
the body of the /an, and of the 
moon, and of the ſtars, and the 
very body of Heaven; fo he“ 
that ſtands upon the bank off“ 
this river, and that waſheth his 105 
eyes with this water, may ſee )“ 
the Sn of God, the ſtars of God, do 
the glory of God, and the habi- I 
tation that God has prepared 90 
for his people. And are not theſe} 
pleaſant ſights? is not this ex- th 
cellent water? has not this ri- 
ver pleaſant ſtreams? | t 

3. Clear] is ſet in oppoſition lo 
to dirty water and muddineſs. 

rea 
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read of ſome waters that are 


F fouled with the feet of beaſts, 
Ind with the feet of men, yea. 


and deep waters too. Yea, faith 
God to ſome, ye have drunken 
of the deep waters, and have 


fouled the reſidue with your feet, Ezek. 34. 


and again, as for my flock they 
eat that which ye have trodden 
with your feet, and they driuk 


hat which ye have fouled with 


your feet. Theſe waters arc 
doctrines contained in the text, 
muddied and dirtied by the falſe 
gloffes and ſiuttiſh opinions of 
erroneous judgments; of which 
the poor ſheep, have been made 
to drink. And verily this is 
apparent enough, by the very co- 
lourand hue of thoſe poor ſouls : 
for tho the truth of God was in 
them, yet the very ſtain of tra- 
L 2 di- 


18, 19. 
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tion and ſuperſtition might bel 
alſo ſeen in their ſcales. For as} 
the fiſh of the river receive, by] 


being there, the changeable co- 
lours of the waters, ſo profeſ- 


ſors, what doctrine, they heat 


and drink, do look like that, 


If their doctrines are muddy 


thcir notions are muddy ; if 


their doctrines are bloody, their 


notions and tempers are bloody: 


but if their doctrines are clear, 
ſo are their notions, for their 
doctrine has given them a clear 
underſtanding of things. 

Now here we have a rivet 
of water of life, that is clear, 
clear without dirt, and mud. 
Clear without the human in— 
ventions and muddy concepur 
ons of unſanctified, and unin- 
ſtructed judgments; yea, here 

you 
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vou have a river the ftreams 
5 whereof lie open to all in the 


church, ſo that they need not 
thoſe inſtruments of conveyance 
that are foul, and that uſe to 


make water ſtink if they receive 


it to bring it to them that have 
need. 

4. By ſ clear] we ſometimes 
underſtand purgation; or that 


Ja thing has purged itſelf, or is 


ourged from thoſe. ſoils, and 


imputations of evil wherewith 


ſometimes they have been charg- 


ed. (Then ſhalt thou 'be clear 


from this thy oath, or how ſhall gn 
we clear ourſelves.) Something 8, 14. 
chap, 44» 


of this ſenſe may be in the text, 
for if men are not afraid' to 
charge God with 'folly, which 


is intimated by (that thor 


mighteſt be clear when thou art 
| Cs 


Judg- 


113 


24. 


"#29 Wi 
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_ 51. judged,) will they, think you, 


Acts. 24 
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be afraid to impute evil to his 
word, and grace, and ſpirit? no 
verily; they are bold enough 
at this work. Nay, more thanÞlier 
this, even from the foundationher 
of the world, men have caſtWdid 
llanders upon, and imputediſche 
baſe things - unto the bictled\fing | 
grace of the goſpel. But nit; 1 
to look ſo far back, Paul w 

14 


one of the pipes thorough whi 
God conveyed this grace to the. 


world: and what was he connt- NW 


ed for his ſo doing, but a peſ Yup 
tilent fellow and a mover of fe-Yve! 
dition throughout the whole world! I ed 

But behold no imputation Fpu 
can ſtick on the grace of God, I ju 


not ſtick long, for that, like F th 


honey, will purge itſelf of what In 


Alth | is put into it, and of all I 
bad 
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Ou bad imputations of evil men. 
his9rings and rivers are of a ſelf- 
noffpurging quality: now here we 
ghEhve to do with a river, a ri- 
anrer of water of life: but a ri- 
oner more ſlandered then ever 


aſt did Naman the Syrian ſlander 
edFthe waters of Vruel, in preferr- 
ed/Jing thoſe of Abuana, and Phar- 
it if rivers of Damaſcus beyond 
4 em. But behold, now at laſt, 
ch = all the world have done 
he 


i- 


ll water of life, clear. 


d : 4. 


hat they can, and have caſt 
what reproaches and ſlanders 
upon it they are able, tis a ri- 
e- ver pure and clear. It has purg- 
1! led itſelf before kings, it has 
n purged itſelf before princes and 
d, judges, and all the Naamans in 
e the world. Tis {till a river, a 
it I river of water of life, a river of 


2 Kings. 
10. 11,12 


7 


© 
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"approved gourſelvet to be clea 
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F. By (clear) we ſometimi 
underſtand purity manifeſt, q 
innocency and goodneſs mad 
known. (In all things you ha 


in this matter. | That is, yo 
have made it appear, and ſtan 
upon your juſtification, and a 
willing to be ſcarched and ſound 
ed to the bottom by thoſe thi 
have a deſire to under- take th: 
work. So this river of wateſ: 
of lite in the fountain, and i 
the ſtreams thereof, offer the 
ſelves to the conſideration an 
conſcience of all men. To thiff 
end, how often doth God, 
head of this river, and he ou 
of whoſe throne it proceed$Þ/s/ 
call upon men to challenge hin 
if they can, with any evil of» 

p | mil: 


*,, 


x! 
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il doing towards them, either | 
to preſence or doctriue; hence a 430 * 
. ſays? put me in remembrance; * ny 
us plead together, declare thou — 
Wit thon canſt) that thou mayeſt 
yo: Juſtified (and I condemned. ) 
o again, what iniquity have your Jer. 2. 5. 
uthers found in me, that they are 
me far from me, und have walk» 
thi! ten vanity, and are become 
thc. So Chriſt, which of you 
ateÞorvinceth me of fin. And i, 75 ſoh. 8. 46. 
d ive ſpoke: evil, bear witneſs of chap. 18. 
eme evil. So Paul, We uy "© 3. 
vunced the Hidden things of dif 2. 

thi ane ſty,; not walking: in crafti- 

hs, not handling the woru of 
oufſG od deceitfully ; but by mani f 
edg/ation of the truth, commending 
hinfj04r/e/nes-to every man's conſcience 

oflin the ; fight of God, All theſe 
nil ſentences are chiefly to be ap 
plied 
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plicd to doctrine, and fo ar 
as it were, an offer to any, 
they can, to find a ſpeck or 
ſpot, or a wrinkle, or any ſuc 
thing in this river of water 
life. | 
Some men fly from it, as fro: 
a bear; and ſome are afraid t 
drink of it for fear, it ſhould b 
poiſon unto them. Some again 
dare not take it,cauſe'tis not mix 
ed, and as they, poor fouls,imnfgn 
agine, qualified, and made tooth lat 
ſome by a little of that whichi ar 
called 3 wiſdom of this world; 
Thus one ſhucks, anotheſac 
ſhrinks, and another will nonq;te 
of God. Mean while; who id. 
ſhall pleaſe to look into this ri; 
ver, all find it harmleſs ana, 
clear. Yea, offering itſelf to theſſ 
conſciences of all men to make 
trial, 
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al, if it be not the only chief 
ood, the only neceſſary waters, 
e only profitable for the health 
Or Ie the foul, of all the things 
hat are in the world, and as 
Jear of miſchief, as is the ſun 
f ſpots. 

Thirdy, As Fohn ſaw this ri- 
diger pure and clear, fo he ſaw it 
b ear to a compariſon. Clear, 
ano the beſt of compariſons, clear 
ux$: cryſtal. Cryſtal is a very clear 
umfone, as clear as the cleareſt 
*iltYlaſs, if not clearer; one may ſee 
ch ier into it, yea thorough it, tis 
ithout thoſe ſpots, and ſtreaks, 
nnd ſmirches that are in other 
onq;recious ſtones. Wherefore when 
0 { e faith, - that this river is clear 
rs cryſtal : it is as if God ſhould 
andy, Look ſinners, look to the 
tbotom of theſe my criſtal 

ſtreams. 
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ſtreams. I have heard of ſo 
ſeas, that are fo pure and cleaf 
that a man may ſee to the boſ 
tom tho'thcy may be forty fog 
deep. I know this River q d 
water of life, is a deep river: bi th 
tho it is ſaid to be deep, it is nd ar 
ſaid we can ſee no bottom. Tn th 
deed as to the wideneſs of it, it 
is ſaid to be ſuch as that it caunſ is 
be paſſed over: but] fay, it is n g 
where ſaid that we canot ſee 
the bottom: nay the compariſo 
implies, that a man with goc 
eyes may fee to the bottom 
Tis clear, as clear as cryſtaſ v« 
So then we will a little lol et 
down to the bottom, and fe ic 
thorough theſe cryſtal ſtreamſ t 
what's at the bottom of all. Ja 

Firſt, then, the bottom of al 


thi 
771 

0 
001 
th 


Ich. 5. 34. is, that we might be ſaved; Theſ 


thing 


[33 
The Water of Life. 127 
onffl things T fay, faith Chriſt, hat you 


leaf ght be ſaved; and again, T am 
bo come that ye might have life, and chap. to. 
fog that you might have it more abun- 19: 
q dantly. This is the bottom of 
- bi this great river of water of life, 
nd and of its proceeding from the 

Inf throne of God and of the Lamb : 
it, it is that we might be ſaved: it 
and is that we might live. What a 
is n good bottom is here! what a 
de da ſound bottom is here! But 
riſoſ few deep rivers have a good 
goof bottom. Mud is at the bottom 
ton of moſt waters in the world, e- 
yſtall ven the ſea itſelf when it work- 
lool eth, caſts up mire and dirt, and 
{ fe] ſo do the hearts of ſinners: but 
amy] the bottom of this grace of God, 
I and of the ſpirit, and word there- 
of aff of, is that we might be ſaved, 
"hel M con- 


1.9/4 
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conſequently a very good bot- 


Secondly, as the bottom of 
all is, that we may be ſaved ; ſo 


that we may be ſaved by grace, 


and this is the bottom ſounder} 
and ſounder. Our ſalvation might 
have been laid upon a more dif- 
ficult bottom than this. It might 


have been laid on our works, 1 


God might have laid it there, | 
and have been juſt, or he might | 


have leftus to have laid it where 


we would, and then to be ſure 
we had laid it there, and ſo had 
made but a muddy bottom to | 
have gone upon to life. But 
now, this river of water of life, 


it bas a better bottom; (the wa- 


ter of life, is as clear as cryſtal, 


look down to the bottom and 


ſee) we are juſtified freely by 


his 
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his grace. By grace are ye * 2, 
of | ved ; there 1s the bottom. Now * 

ſo grace, as I have ſhewed you, is a 

rm bottom to ſtand on, tis of 

grace that life might be ſure. 
Fr: Surely David was not here, OT gon. 4. 
ig. © furely this was not the river that b 
Ihe ſpake of, when he ſaid, Tpra, 69. 
ke /d in deep waters where there 2, 14. 
V0 ſtanding, J am come into 
he ep waters where the floods o- 
ver-flow me; deliver me out of 
he mire, and let me not fink. I 
ad | fy; to be ſure this could not be 
I the river: no, David had now 
ſtragled out of the way, and was 
1e tumbled into ſome pit, or into 
ſome muddy and dirty hole; 
but as for this river, it has a 
ad | good bottom : a bottom of fal- 
by | vation by grace, and a man needs 


not cry out when he is here, 
M 2 that 


„ 


Ot- 
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that he ſinks, or that he is in the 

danger of being drowned in by 

mud or mire. j on 

Thirdly, the bottom of all is, I the 

as I ſaid, that we might be a- uo 

ved, ſaved by grace, and I will Ithe 

add, through the redemption that I pr. 

is in-Chriſt. This is {till better I tri 

and better. We read that when ag 

joſh. 2. T/vel come over Jordan, the I to 

bk feet of the prieſts that did bear w 
the ark, ſtood on firm ground 

in the bottom, and that they I th 

jet up great ſtones for a memos | of 

hap 3. 1, rial thereof. But had Jordan ſo I 

* good a bottom, as has this moſt I Ja 

bleſſed river of water of life, or tt 

were the itones that 77. e took I ir 

out thence, like this tried ſtone, II. 

If, 28. this ſure foundation? O the Ib 

throne! this river comes out of If, 

the 8 


85 


„ 

ä 2 
* 
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in the throne, and we are ſaved 
[by grace through the redempti- 


Jon that is in him. We read that _ IT. 
chere is a city that has founda- 
tions, grace 1s one, Chriſt ano- 
Ither, and the truth of all the 
prophets and apoſtles, as to their 
true doctrine another, Oc. and Eyhe 2. 
again, all theſe are the very bot- 19, 29. 
tom of this goodly river of the 
I water of life. 


Fourthly, there is another 


I thing to be ſeen at the bottom 
J of this holy river, and that is, 
1 the glory of God; we are ſaved, 
ſaved by grace, ſaved by grace 
through the redemption that is 


in Chriſt, to the praiſe and glo- 
ry of God. And what a good 


bottom is here. Grace will not 


J fail, Chriſt has been ſufficiently 


tried, and God will not loſe his 
M 3 glory; 
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glory; therefore they that drink 


of this river ſhall doubtleſs be 
ſaved, to wit, they that drink} 
of it, with a ſpiritual appetite to 
it: and thus much for the expli- 


cation of the text. 

I now come to make ſome 
ule of the whole. 

You-know our diſcourſe has 
been at this time of the water 


of life, of its quantity, head- 


ſpring and quality: and I have 
thewed you that its nature is 


excellent, its quantity abundant, 
its head-fpring glorious, and its 
quality ſingular good. 

Firſt, let this then in the firſt 
place, be a provocation to us 
to be more free in making ufe 
of this water. There are many 
now a-days, that are for invent- 
wg of waters, to drink for the 


{ 
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health of the body; 


they could cure every one. Well 
here you have the great phyfi- 


| cian himſelf with his water, and 


he calls it the water of life, wa- 
ter of life for the foul; this wa- 


ter is probatum eſt, It has been 


proved times without number: 
it never fails, but where 'tis not 
taken, No diſeaſe comes amiſs , 


neſs, deafneſs, dumbnels. 


holy water (all other is counter- 
feit) it will drive away de ils 


and ſpirits, 'twill cure inchant- 
ments, 


and to al- 
{lure thoſe that are ill, to buy, 
J they will praiſe their waters be⸗ 
yond their worth. Vea, and if 
J they be helpful ro one perſon 
Jin a hundred, they make as if 


Acts 26. 
to it, it cures blindneſs, dead- 18. 4 
It Ifa. To 43 ip 1 


makes the lips of them that are a. 


ſleep to ſpeak: This is the right Songs "Te f 


ne The Water of Life, 


Gal. 3-1, zyents, and witchcrafts, it oy: 


3 16. heal = mad and lunatick: 


18. 


Ezek. 30. 


26. lancholy, 


Ezek. 36. 


. grown as hard as 


heart: It will make you ſpeak 


than to have a white ſkin, 


Iſa. 30. 
2. 


good; 


and make 
In a word, it preſerv- 


nouriſhment, 


blood. 


cth lite: they that take this wa- 
ter 


will cure the moſt deſperate e- 
it will %% le doubts, 
Col. 4. 6. and niſtruſts, though they are 
ſtone in the? 


well, it will make you have al 
white ſoul, and that is better 
It n 
will make you taſte well, it will 
make you diſreliſh all hurtful! 
meats; it will beget in you al 
good appetite to that which is 
twill remove obſtructions! 
in the /tomach and liver: it will 
cauſe that what you receive of | 
of Gods bread, ſhall turn to} 


good 


will 
it 


e- 


bts, | 


ny exhortation to you, be more 
free in making uſe of this water. Math 20. 
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ter ſhall live longer than did 

old Methu/alem; 

ived.a great while. 
Wherefore let me continue 


9 


129 


and yet he ven. 5. 


I. is the wholeſomelt water in z. # 57 


ne world, you may take it; 

Hou may take it at the chird, 
Jiixth, ninth, or eleventh hour, Eccle. 17. 
but to take it in the morning of 2 3-4 
{your age is beſt, for then di- 
L caſes e not got ſo great a 
head as when they are of long 
continuance: conſequently they 
Iwill be removed with far more 
J calc: 
do, will receive endleſs life and 


beſides, thoſe that thus 
the comfort of it betimes; and 
that you know is a double lite 
to one. 


This water, gently purges; 
an 
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and yet more effectually than a 
ny others. True, where bad 


18 
humours are more tough and 


churliſh, it will ſhew ſelf,” 
ſtronger of operation, for thereſ.., 
is no diſcaſe can be too hard jj 
for it. It will as we fay, throw 
the houſe out of the windows, 
but will rid us of the plague o 
of thoſe moſt deadly infections 
that otherwiſe will be ſure to 
make us fleep in death, and 
bring us with the multitude 
dewn to hell. But 'twill do us 
no hurt, it only breaks our ſleep 
in ſecurity, and brings us to a 


more quick apprehenſion of the 


leg 
lott 


he 
ay 
We 
ty 
ay 
h 
hr 


plague of our heart and ficſh. Yr 
It will as I ſaid before, provoke 
to appetite, but make us only 
long after that which is whole- 
ſome. (If any aſk why I thus] 
allego- 
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llegorize, I anſwer, the text 
*Woth lead me to it.) 

Y Secondly, I adviſe therefore 
"Yn the next place that thou get 

elle a dwelling place by theſe 
raters, the beloved of the Lerd _ 12 
ard / dwell in ſafety by him, and 

Ve Lord ſhall cover him all the 

ay long. If thou aſk, where that 

welling is? I anſwer, in the 

ity.of God, in, and among the 
tbcrnacles of the moſt high. 

his river comes from the 

hrone, to water the city of 

od: and to that end it is ſaid 

run in the .midſt of the ftrees der. 255 
"it. If ye will enquire, en- 
alre, return, come. The ſeed 
Iſo of his ſervants ſhall inherit pfal. 69. 
"i, and they that love his name 34.35, 36. 
WJ Fall dwell therein. Get thee a 

? Krelling in Jeruſalem, in the 

- midſt 


\ 


— * 
= 
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Plal- 


their habitations by 
Jon. 13. yea, we read of 5 45 that ſtood as 


1. 2. there, 
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midſt of Jern/alem, and * 
thou will be ſeated by thil 


river. 


[ſe 


mi 


In old times the ancients had [the 


the rivers 


upon the brink of the rivet 
 Arnon. Balaam alſo had hij 
_ dwelling i in his city Pethor, bj 


the river of the land of the child 
reu of his people. 


vers, the river of the water o 


life is the beſt. They that dwell 


ſhall not ria nor thirſh 
Jer. 17.8: neither ſhall the heat or ſun ſmith 
for he that hath mercy ol 
the ſprings of water ſhall he gut be 
Trees planted by the ri 


them. 


them ſhall lead them, even 6 


them, 


vers, and that ſpread out thell 
roo 


Oh, by a rise 
ver fide, is the pleaſanteſt well 5 
ing in the world, and of all ri 


Wa 


tha 
an 
Wa 
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heiltrees, they bring forth their fruit 
chihin their ſeaſon. And the pro- 
Imiſe is that men that take up 
hadtheir dwellings by this river of 
ers water of life, ſhall be fruitful 
ood1s ſuch trees. 
ive If thou be'ſt a chriſtian, thou 
highaſt more than an ordinary call, 
„and occaſion to abide by theſe 
oY, waters, thy things will not 
i riſgrow but by theſe waters, 
ell IW ceds, and 10 excellencies of 
rig moſt men, we may find in the 
ol barren wilderneſs, they grow 
Funder every hedge: but thine 
are garden, and ſo choice things, Jar 20: 
Hand will not thrive without 12. 
much water of Gods river: dwell 
therefore here that thy ſoul may , | 
be as a watered garden. And 
iq when thou ſeeth how thoſe that 
iff are loth to die, make proviſion 
N ak 


my 4: 
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at Tunbridge, Epſom, the Bath 


and other places, and what . 
houſes they get that they may 
have their dwellings by thoſe} . 
waters, then do thou conſider} . 
of thy ſpiritual diſeaſe, and? , 
in how nothing can cure thee but“ 
= this bleſſed water of life: be} ; 

{ 

j 


allo much of deſires to have a 


4 

3 | dwelling place in Fern/alem that 
5 thou mayeſt always be nigh to 
# theſe waters. Be often alſo in 


5 watering thy plants with theſe | 
Al waters. I mean, the bleſſed . 
graces of God in thy ſoul, then Y 
ſhalt thou grow and retain thy 
greenneſs, and prove thy ſelf to 

be a diſciple indeed. And | 

- 15. herein is God, and thy Father“ 
* glorified that thou bear much 
fruit. ; F 
Thirdly, my third word is, 

bless 


man ſuch waters. 
can wake us live; all others 
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God for providing for 
Theſe only 


bleſs 


come our of the dead fer, and 
and do kill: there is no living 
water but this. J ſay, ſhew 
thy acccptation of it with 
thankſgiving; if we are not to 
reccive our bread and cheeſe, 
but with thankſgiving, how 
ſhould we bleſs God for this 
:nſpeakable gift. This is ſoul 
life, life agarnſt fin, life from 
ſin; life againſt the curſe, life 


from the curſe; life beyond hell, 


beyond deſert, beyond "ode. 
1 deſires. Life that's 
pleaſing; life, that's profitable 
life everlaſting. Oh my breth- 
ren! bleſs God! 
filling with food 

and, 


our hearts 
N 2 


2 Cor. YÞ. 
I 4, 15+ 


who doth 


good, and gives us ſuch rain, 


6, 7, 8. 


chap. 13. 
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and, gladneſs. When Moſes | 


would take the heart of T/rael, 


and took in hand to raiſe up | 


their ſpirits to thankfulneſs, he 
uled to tell them that the land 


that they were to go to, was 


a land that God cared for, and 


that was watered with the dew 
of Heaven, Yea, a land of 
Ero. 3 8. Hog of- water, of fountains and 


lee p that ſpring out of the val- 


Lev. 20. ſeys and hills; a land that flrwed * 
with milk ad honey, which is | 


the glory of all lands, But yet 
in his defcription he makes no 


mention of a river of water | 
of life: a river the ſtreams | 
whereof make glad the city of | 


God. 


This river is the running out 


of God's heart, the letting out 


of his very. bowels, for God is 
the 


the living God. 


The Water of Life. 
This is his 


heart and ſoul. 


good, and 1 will plant them in 
this land aſſuredly, with my 


whole heart, and with my Whole 


ſoul. I fay, if ever Gods heart 


and foul appeared, it ſhewed 
it ſelf in giving this water of 
life: and the throne from 
whence it proceeds. Wherefore 


all the reaſon of the world that 
in the reception of it, thy heart 


and ſoul ſhould run out and 
flow after him in thankſgiving. 


See how David words it in the 
hundred and third pſalm, all 


J the five firſt verſes, and do like- 
| viſe. 


Fourthly, by the characters 


chat are given of this water of 


lite, thou art capacitated to 


N 3 judge 


Yea, I Wits J. 22. 


rejoice over them to 45 them . 


| 
( 
{ 
t 
| 
l 
| 
1 
| 
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judge, when a notion, a defrine, 
an opinion comes to thine ears, 


f 
l 
whether it is right good, and It 
wholeſom, or how. This river | c 
c 
7 


is pure, is clear, is pure, and | 
clear as cryſtal. Is the doctrine | 
offered unto thee ſo? or is it It 
muddy and mixed with the y 
do&rines of men? look man a 
and ſee if the foot of the wor- y 
ſhippers of Bell be not there; | v 
and if the waters be not fouled I l 
thereby. What water is fouled, 
is not the water of life, or at /. 
leaſt not the water of life in its b 
clearneſs. Wherefore if thou | Ic 
findeſt it not right, go up high- In. 
er to the ſpring- head, for always I tt 
the nearer to the ſpring, the I ar 
more pure and clear is the wa- Im 
ter. Fetch then thy doctrine de 
from afar, if thou canſt not have ¶ th 
It 


The Water of Life. 


it good nearer hand. Thy life Job 36. 
lies at ſtake, the counterfeit of ** 

q things is dangerous, every bo- 
| dy that is aware, is afraid there- 
| of. Now a counterfeit here is 


moſt dangerous, is moſt deſtruc- 
tive, wherefore take heed how 
you hear what you hear, for, 


| as I faid before of the fiſh, by 


your colour 'twill be ſeen what 
waters you ſwim in; wherefore 
look you well to your ſelves. 


Fifthly, doth this water of 


life run like a river? like a 
broad, fu/!, and deep river? then 
let no man, be his tranſgreſſions 
never ſo many, fear at all, hut 
there is enough to ſave his ſoul, 
and to ſpare Nothing has been 
more common to many, than to 


doubt of the grace of Godʒa thing 


the moſt unbecoming a ſinner of 


— any 


11 
139 7 
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any thing in the world. To break 
the law, is a fact foul enough; 


but to queſtion the fufficiency 
of the grace ofGod to ſave there- 


from, is worſe than ſin if worle 


can be. Wherefore deſpairing 
ſoul, for 'tis to thee I ſpeak, 
forbear thy miſtruſts, caſt off thy 
{laviſh fears, hang thv miſgiv- 
ings as to this upon the hedge; 
and believe, thou haſt an in vita- 
tion ſufficient thereto, a river is 
before thy face. And as for thy 
want of goodneſs and works; 
let that by no means daunt thee, 
this is a river of water of life; 
ſtrcams of grace and mercy, 
There is as I ſaid enough therein 
to help thee, for grace brings all, 
that is wanting to the ſoul. 
Thou therefore haſt nothing to 
do,l mean as to the curingot thy 


foul 


* 


D , 
. 
N eng Lifd, w A 
0 of its CONS fears, and 
üben ring g thoughts, butto drin N 


x for ever. 


Sixthly, but what is all this wes _ 
to the dead world? to them that 


love ty b dead * they, their ee Mo 
vanities #hout as the boys 7s? 6 
/ Þ thei e-cocks in thes air. > 


LE. 

till Nen ſlibyand them” „ 

; | elvey deſcend into the pa V 8 
* | * 


YN a 


eat, 2 2 


